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IERDGIE 
WEDNESDAYS 

12 NOON - 11PM 

50^ PIEROGIES 

[TOPPINGS EXTRA / NS TAKE OATI 

$1.50 PBR 16 DZ. CANS 



MOM LOVES YOU * XOXOXOv 



BURGER & BEER 





12 NOON -11PM 

$3 BURGERS & 

VEGAN BURGERS 

[NO TAKE OUT] 

$150 PBR 16 oz. CANS 

SUGAR NUN'S ★ TATTOOED NON 




225 CHURCH STREET 
215-925-8219 



530 SOUTH STREET 
215-238-9880 



EVERY FRIDAY • SATURDAY • SUNDAY 
V $1.00 1G0Z. PABST CANS 7 - 11 PM V 







_KINGS_OF_LEON 



_IN_CONCERT_ 

KINSSOFLEON.COM 



SATURDAY, JUNE 5 




TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THEBORGATA.COM 
OR CALL 1.866.900.4TIX(4849). 



FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @BORGATAAC 
FOR UP-TO-THE-MINUTE INFO. 






Saturday, April 17, MLK Drive 
www.5krunforcleanair.org 
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Clean Air 

Certified Green Run 
Eco-Friendly Goodies 
Reusable Run Bags 
■ Fun for All Ages 



A l’Ecole 
Frangaise 

French for today’s world 

Next Semester 

Starting the week of May 17th 
(Memorial Day week oft) 

All levels, ages. & topics 
Business. Literature. Culture, Travel 
Translation/ Interpretation services 
133 Heather Rd. Suite 201 
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 
alccolefrancaise.com 
Tel 610.660.9645 



LIVE EVENT 

Einstein's God 

Join in an evening of ideas with Peabody 
Award-winning broadcaster Krista Tippett. 
Explore the discoveries behind her new 
bestselling book. Einstein's God; and the 
fascinating interplay of questions — if not 
answers — between 21st century science, 
medicine, theology and philosophy. 

APRIL 27. 7 P.M. 

PERELMAN THEATER AT THE 

KIMMEL CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 

300 $. Broad Street, Philadelphia 

Tickets available at The Kimmel Center Box Office. 
215-893-1999 and at kimmelcenterorg• 

$29 reserved seats 
$24 WHYY members 

'S2 surcharge at ticket window; $6 surcharge via Web or phone 

Listen to Speaking of Faith on Sundays 
at 7 A.M. on WHYY 90.9 FM 

presented by 

WHYVJ 



cpstaff 
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Speaking 
of Faith 

with Krista Tippett 
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‘"Si IViSSBSS 



contents 

Bn like a writing desk? 



Naked City 
Cover Story 
Arts & Entertainment 
Food& Drink 




MORE BANG 

LESS BUCK 

50-85% OFF, EVERY DAY. 



HIGH FASHION. LOW PRICES. 



TELL US YOUR DAFFY’S BANG ON TWITTER. ONE WINNER EVERYDAY GETS A $50 
DAFFY’S GIFT CARD. JUST TWEET THIS: "MY RDAFFYSBANG IS [YOUR BANG] FOR 
[YOUR BUCK].’ 1 GO TO DAFFYS.COM FOR DETAILS. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 
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[+2] Gambling mogul Steve Wynn announces 
that be will not build acasinoon the Philly 
waterfront “Holy shit” says Casino-Free 
Philadelphia "We've never celebrated a 
non-moral victory! Do we drink now?!” 

[0] “We (eel very muchvictimized." saysFox- 
woods lawyer Stephen Cozen about Steve 
Wynn’s decision not to build a casino in 
Philly. And the whole city cries. A hat Is 
passed around, so that a monument may 
be built witli an eternal flame lit and a prayer 
said that Diisneverhappenagain, acorpo- 
rate lawyer having his time kinda wasted, 
even though he still gets to bill for It. 

[+1 ] A pastor, a reverend and a rabbi bless the 
J baseballs used in the Phil lies' home open- 
er. Soccer balls used in the Uni on opener 
blessed byabartender.ahorae and a 12- 
inch pianist 



r--|l A film crew for Darirfie/ds transforms 1 9th 
J andMarkettolooklikeaNewYorkCity 
intersection. By shitting on the curb. 

[+31 The Pennsylvania SPCA throws a dog 
“garage" sale in North Philly. Afterward, 
all overstock is left in the “garage" with 
the "car running." 

[+1 ] A University of Pennsylvania dental school 
‘ alumleavesS17.3milliontotheschool.ltis 
agiantsack of gold teeth, andlt is gross. 

[+6] Using DNAevidence.detectivessolvefour 
J decades-old "cold cases.” Those heavy- 
handed flashbacks set to songs popular 
at the time of the crimes hel ped, too. 

TQ1 The Franklin Institute announces thatBill 
Gates has won the 201 0 Bower Award for 
Business Leadership. Presenting itwill be 
the previous two winners: a skinned and 
piasbnated peasant striking a humiliating 
pose.andBobaFett 

[ + 2 ] Bicycling.com votes Philly No. 27 i n Amer- 
1 ica'stop 50 bike-friendly dries. Everyone 
knows its best to stay with the peloton until 
the very end. 

[+8] Tw o Daily News reporters win a Pulitzer 
J for their "Tainted Justice" series. More 
importantly: Since those stories first ran, 
there has been real reform i n the world of 
judge grundles. 

This week's total: 22 I Last week's total: 7 




AMILUOr STORIES 



M 



obs With Justice (JWJ), the labor organization whose Philly 
chapter has dedicated its entire existence to raising hell about 
security service giant AlliedBarton, is used to not getting quite 
what it wants. When it tried to unionize Temple guards, it ended up 
winning the workers afew sickdays.When it tried unionizing Penn 
guards, it won them a few sick days, plus a $5 per hour raise specifi- 
cally for guards who ride bicycles (weird). And for the past two 
years, its dogged attempts to get the Philadelphia Museum of Art 
to look it in the eye and tell it to fuck offhave proven mostly fruitless. 

Butin the past month, JWJ has seen two of its biggest victories 
against AlliedBarton yet. On March 16, the Northumberland 
County Commissioners stopped subcontracting security work 
out to AlliedBarton for $193,000 a year, because, “We want to be 
fair to the employees," Commissioner Kurt Masser told local paper 
The Daily Item (famous for being the most adorably named news- 
paper in Pa.). Then City Councilman Bill Greenlee received a 
March 31 letter from Art Museum director Timothy Rub say- 
ing, “The museum urges AlliedBarton to respect the wishes of 
the majority ofthe security officers and bargain In good faith 
with the [Philadelphia Security Officers Union|."The PSOU is 
the union the guards voted to approve Oct. 10, 2009 — though 
AlliedBarton filed an appeal with the National Labor Relations 
Board (NRLB)alleging"inconsistencies in the election," thus 



preventing the union’s recognition ever since. 

Finally, it seemed, the museum was takings stand. But that sup- 
portive statement didn’t come completely from the benevolence of 
file Museum's vividly colored heart: Greenlee had dangled the 
prospect of withholding the museum’s $2.3 milion appropria- 
tion. Sort of. "Ib be honest, I've never said that directly," Greenlee 
says. Tve said we don’t want to have a problem with the [Council] 
hearing [April 12].’ 

At that hearing — at which 
council members took turns 
berating AlliedBarton, ac- 
cording to the account posted 
on the pro-union thatfinalstraw.com — Rub said that, althou gh 

scum would consider competing bids, he also planned to let the 
NRLB process play out, no matter how long that takes. 

That part about t he museum growing a spine? Not so much. 

GOVERNMENT IN THE SUNSHINE 

You know how this state has an open-records law that some state 
officials would just assoon pretend doesn't exist? No? Well, 
you’re not in the newspaper bu siness. But we are. So it is with no 



Sorry about 
that, Sparky 



has a vividly colored heart 




with your money. “The litigation spending," explains PLN editor 
Paul Wright, “is a burometerof how well orpoorly run a prison is." 
According to court records, in February 2009 Wright filed a 



request under the state's Right to Know Law (RTKL) for records 
related to any claims in excess of $1,000 thntPDOC paid out 
between 2001 and 2008. PDOC told him they’d be happy to . . . right 
after Wright cut them a check for $8,750. By PDOC's guessti- 
mate , he was asking for 35,000 pa ges of inform ation — 175 cases 
per year ( ! ) times 25 pages per case times eight years — and they 
were charging him 25 cents-per-page for copies. 

Wright refined his search, and asked forelectronic records 
and a spreadsheet listingthe settlements and payments 
the department had issued. PDOC’s response: The electronic 
records don't exist, so §8,750, please. 

“When they say they don't track their litigation, that’s quite the 




stunning management failure at every level,” Wright says. The 
department also denied Wright’s request to waive the fees, a cour- 
tesy the RTKL allows for requests made in the “public interest." 

Wright appealed to die Office of Open Records (OOR), argu- 
ing that the price the PDOC was asking far exceeded what other 
agencies — state, federal and loca 1 — had asked for similar requests. 
OOR decided that PDOC’s fees were legit; however, it also said 
that PDOC had to make the records available for Wright to inspect 
— thoughnotcopy — within 30 days. 

Both sides appealed to the Commonwea Ith Court of 
Pennsylvania: Wright, because he thought the fees were pro- 
hibitively exorbitant; PDOC, because it wanted the chance to go 
through the records and see if there were any to which Wright 
wasn't entitled . On April 8, a three-judge panel remanded the 
case back to OOR, and ordered PDOC to provide a better expla- 
nation for its estimates and why it had denied the fee waiver. 
Meanwhile, thejudges instructed OOR to allow PDOC to review the 
records before turningthem over. Wright considere the ruling a vic- 
tory, although “weaker than I hoped for.” 

In an e-mail, PDOC spokeswoman Susan McNaughton says 
the fee that the department demanded was for copies, and that 
PDOC never tried to charge Wright for labor costs. Also, 
she says, Wright rejected PDOC’s proposal that he review cases 
from a smaller time frame at a lower cost. 

Wright says he came away from the experience with the distinct 
impression that PDOC would rather him not see those records: “I’m 
disappointed that government agencies in fbnnsylvania are basi- 
cally so intent on concealing this information. I think it’s just 
a sad commentary on both the lack of openness and accountability 
that they don’t want to disclose this stuff.” 

DEPT. OF YUPPIE PUPPIES 

Here at A Million Stories, we’re animal fevers. We really are. But 
there'sjust something a little crazy about the factthatover 
the past few years, as the economy slid into the first, then the 
third, then the ninth circles of Dante's hell, the pet insurance 
industry boomed. 

That's right: Around the same time Grammy was being told her 
skin cancer treatment wasn't covered becau se of some “pre-exist- 
ing" freckle she had a few decades back, Pooky, that goddamned 
8-year-old Chihuahua who will just not shut up, was enjoying 
regular checkups and preventive flea treatments. 

Forinstance, according to Veterinary Pet Insurance Co. 
(VPIC), the company insured 916 pets in Philadelphia in 2004. But 
in 2010, 2,072 — more than twice as many — have insurance. No 
one,noteventhe PR guy who hipped us to this fascinating news 
nugget — and then declined to be quoted, because, well, who the 
fuck knows — knows why there’s been a spike. 

Funny thing is, it turns out that pet insurance has nearly as 
many loopholes as ours does. For instance, if you try to sign up your 
11-year-old cat for insurance, you'll be turned away: Age lOis 
the cut-offfor VPIC. And any pre-existing condition that your pet's 
been treated for — or even shown physical signs of possessing 
— won’t be covered. 

Sony about that, Sparky. Guess you’re gonna have to live with 
those heartworms afterall. 

oThis week’s report by Jeffrey C.Billman, Holly Otterbein and Andrew 




man 

By Isaiah Thompson 



THETUBE.ABOUTlOfeettallandsdcking | 
outoftheground like a bin! feeder from Mars gob- | 
bled: Itmade a sound. thatis. like turkeys gobbling " 

“Methane." explained Julie Sautner, pointing at 
it from in front of her house in Dimock, Pa., in the 
northeast corner of the state. “ It bubbl es. ” 

Bubbling is only one of the magical properties 
the Sautners’ well water has taken on since they 
first leased land to Texas- based Cabot Oil & Gas 
Corp. for natural gasdrilling in the Marcellus Shale 
geologic formation two years ago. The water has 
also turnedbrown. tested positive forstrange salts, 
metals and chemicals and started clogging things: 
“[Cabot] cut Into a pipe that was less than ayear 
old," says Craig Sautner, "and it looked like solid 
peanut butter in there." 

This magical water, unfortunately, isn't much 
good for drinking. 

Cabot, the Sautners say, denies any role in con- 
taminating their well. Nonetheless, the company 
began supplying them with a giant vat of fresh 
water from elsewhere. Ithasto be refilled almost 
everyday. Down the street Jean and Ronald Carter 
tell asimilar story:They leased their land to Cabot 
fordrilllng, and wound up with their own methane- 
emitting gobble-tube. Cabot againdeniesany role 
— but supplies them with water, too. 

I met these familiesonApril 1 2, as part of a"tour" 
of Dimock organized by a ragtag team of resident- „ 
activists who are calling for a moratorium on new p 
drilling permits until more studies are done on its £ 
impact To this end. they also Invited Democratic P 
gubernatorial hopeful (and underdog) Joe Hoeffel, j 
the only candidate in the race whosupports such * 
amoratorium — andwhohasnottakencampaign 5 
donations from drilling companies, unlike front- j 
runner Dan Onorato. 5 

Dlmockistiny, but busy these days: Helicopters - 
fly overhead, taking underground measurements. % 
Gianttankertrucksbarrelupanddownthesmall = 
country roads. And problems — spills, fish kills, ; 
well contaminations— are cropping up, and with > 
them, resistance. 

The little town has become a vision of thefuture " 
of the still-young Marcellus Shale gas industry in 
PennsylvaniaDlmock,youmightsay,hasamessage - 
for us — for environmentalists, gas drillers, politi- - 
clans, all of us here in Pennsylvania. Listen close. S 

+ Sill can'thear lt7Ustenonlneatcitypaper.net/man- ?> 

overboard. E-mal Isaiah Thompson at isaiah.thompson® m 

dlypaper.net. 
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soap 

Jeffrey C. Billman tells you what to think 



j LIBERTY HERSELF 

S AND, THERE THEY were. Almost out of nowhere — but not really 

Si — waving flags and brandishing signs, warning of socialism and 
2 fascism and other isms and more often than not degenerating into a 
- sort of unfocused, disaffected rage that seemed to boil at eveiything 
| and nothing. They didn’t like President Obama. They didn'tlike 
~ Nancy Pelosi. They sure as shit hated health-care reform. 

S And, just as quickly, the left was there to ridicule them as unedu- 

S cated, as bigoted, as hateful, blithering idiots. Some of this derision 
" was warranted — much of this movement was undeniably racist, 
insipid and anti-intellectual; other parts, hyperbolic. But over the 
last year, the Tea Party became a Zeitgeist. The oft-derided tea bag- 
gers became the angry face of an obstinate Republican Party, all 
the while wrapping themselves in the flag and the founders and the 
principles of liberty herself, and casting those in opposition, espe- 
cially those who thought that universal health care was an idea 
whose time had come, as the very antithesis of freedom. 

Much ink has been spilled tiying to make sense of how this move- 
ment became the flavor of the month ( answer: an attention -defi- 
cient media that prefers heat to light), and for how long the fury can 
sustain itself (answer: the clock is ticking). In this week’s cover story 
(p. 12 X Holly Otterbein does an admirable job going beyond the 
caricature and reporting on the avowedly not-rarist people who are 
tryingto make the Tea Party influential in thisurban environ. 

But before you get there, let’s look at the bigger picture. First, 



at what the Tea Party isn’t destined for longevity. The histoiy of 
third-party movements in this country, a political science principle 
known as Duverger’s Law — single-member district, plurality-wins 
systems like ours will render third parties impotent — and the 
demographic tendencies of the Tea Partiers (white, old, conserva- 
tive) all indicate that this largely leaderless faction will, sooner 
ratherthan later, be reabsorbed into the GOP borg. Its success or 
failure won't be measured on its merits as a freestanding entity, but 
how it changes tire political debate dining its existence. 

That brings us to something else the Tea Rudy isn’t: irrelevant 
Almost certainly, a few years hence, the Tea Party will amount to 
little more than a paragraph in a history textbook. If it succeeds 
in moving the Republican Party sharply to the right, the Tea 
Party will set up the GOP for a colossal defeat in 2012, a la 
Bany Goldwater. 

They see I ^ m ^S^ eme ^ rue ’ buta 

WO! Id significant subset of the American body 

cnanging. politic,itresonates.Understanding 

why requires going beyond both the 
Tea Party rhetoric and the left’s blithe dismissals to the reality that 
there is a fundamental fear both buttressing and drawing people to 
this movement: They see the world changing, and it scares them. 

Though notabouttheTea Party movement itself, the insightful 
book Authoritarianism and Polarization in American fblitics by 
political scientists Marc J. Hetherington and Jonathan D. Weiler, 
is instructive. Released last year, it argues that authoritarian- 
ism — and an accompanying need to maintain social order and 
black-and-white mores — is the central driver of public opinion on 
“culture war” issues: When some people feel threatened by a new 
social evolution, be itthe civil rights movementin the 1960s, the 
gay rights advances ofthe early 2000s, the agitation against the 



Iraq war or perhaps — just perhaps — the 
election of a black. Ivy League-educated 
president today, they react viscerally. 

It’s not a stretch to view the It a Party 
as the vangu ard of authoritarianism; the 
degree to which President Obama embodies 
that amorphous term“change”isdebatable, 
but the generation that propelled him to the 
White House is certainly less religious, less 
traditionally oriented, and, importantly, 
better educated and more tolerant than 
their elders — and many in the Tea Party. 

Authoritarians are losing the war, no 
matter the battles they win in the short 
term. The rest of this hue and ciy about the 
dissimilation of freedom is but a proxy for 
those fears. 

Meanwhile, actual affronts to liberty 
go largely unnoticed: Last week, a fed- 
eral court ruled in favor of local telecom 
Comcast, which wants the ability to decide 
what you can see on the Internet and how 
easily you can see it, because net neutrality 
is insufficiently profitable. 

In the Information Age, such a proposi- 
tion should be terrifying. There were no Tea 
Party protests marking the occasion. 

(jeffrey.billmantScitypaper.net) 




30 days for just $30. 
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Take 30 days and see how 
well Curves can work for you. 





PHILADELPHIA 
MUSEUM OF ART 



philamuseum.org 




PICASSO 



AND THE AVANT-GARDE IN PARIS 

EXTENDED THROUGH MAY 2 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW 





ESSENE MARKET & CAFIz 

719 S 4th St. Philadelphia 
(215) 922-1146 



Women’s Fllppee in Chocolate Rainbow 

combines style + sustainability. 



Using our BIO.D technology, 
these biodegradable soles will 
disappear from landfills in about 
twenty years. Regular soles 
can stick around for 
a millennium. 



Get a free gift when you purchase a pair of Simple shoes. While supplies last. Valid 4/15 - 4/18. 
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PAY DIRT! 



PHILADELPHIA HAS ALL the fixings needed to turn toxic lots 
into fields of green-That’s what several hundred composters and 
would-be soil farmers recently heal’d from an icon of urban gar- 
dening, Will Allen. 

Allen is a former pro basketballer and MacArthur genius who 
brought farming, food and jobs to Milwaukee. At 6 1, his business 
acumen wowed a crowd of some 275 potential merchants of muck 
at the International House’s “Compost Matters,’ hosted by the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. Allen's message was simple: 
“Ids all aboutthe soil.’ Good soil grows good food, and good jobs. 

The soil farmers got Allen’s message, loud and clear. Butit's still 
uncertain what the mayor heard when Allen personally tried to 
tell him that com postingmakes money. 

Others are already cashing in. Nelson Widell showed offhis 
profitable and pristine soil facility in Wilmington, located "within 
200 yardsof$400,000 houses.” Closerto home, Marvin Dixon, di- 
rector of engineering for Philadelphia's Four Seasons, documented 
the dollars saved by collecting peelings from the hotel’s kitchens. 
The compostable stuff is then trucked to Montgomery County, be- 
cause Philly has no commercial composting industry. 

Which is why entrepreneurs here smelled money. As more of 
our big institutions go green, they'll 
need a place to compost nearby. With 
trucking costs, the nearer, the better. 

Philadelphia families also toss 
out an estimated 95,000 tons of 

mpost yearly, costing us 



Mr. Mayor, 
fear not 
compost. 



re than $6 millior 









pay greening groups like PHS to bring topsoil back. Yes, its nuts. 

“The message Tm taking to Mayor Nutter,” said AHen,“is that 
composting is a huge asset to the city. It makes money.” 

Meenal Raval owns Philly Compost, and her business is boom- 
ing, butit’s stunted. “We can’t keep up with the demand,” she said. 
“We need space." Two acres would do. “Philadelphia doesn'teven 
need two acres," offered Allen, who got space near Milwaukee's 
water-purification plant. 

But Philly's infrastructure czarina, Deputy Mayor Rina Cutler, 
doesn’tshareothercities’enthusiasm.At albwnHall forum last 
year, she described her compost nightmare: rats crawling through 
rotting garbage — something that is not a reality for a well-run 
composting facility. (Asked if she now wanted to refine her vision. 
Cutler demurred.) She didn’tmeet with Allen. 

Is Philly’s City Hall so much less evolved than Milwaukee, or 
Wilmington? Not entirely. Sustainability Director Katherine 
Gajewski told the soil fanners that “composting touches every- 
thing in the Greenworks Plan.” But it's unclear what she can do. 

So what did N utter get from Allen? After their meeting, I asked 
the mayor. “We want to have fresh food within a short walk of 
everyone," he intoned, as if reading from the Greenworks plan. 

Hmm. Nothing about composting. So I asked, why don't wan- 
nabe composters have a single go-to place in the government? 

“That would silo it," our carefully accoutered mayor cautiously 
replied. He seemed to wince at the mention of composting, perhaps 
haunted by Cutler's vision ofvermin and rot 

Mr. Mayor, fear not compost lb be the nation’s greenest city, 
you need good soiL And there are literally hundreds of soil farmers 
waiting to hear from you , ready to turn waste into pay dirt 

(bruce(e>schi mniel.com) 




IF REAL LIFE 
WERE MORE 




NECESSARY FORCE 

Police officers are permitted to punch/kick/chok e/stab/strangle/ 
and/or use deadly force to overcome the level of resistance being 
faced [Naked City, “See No Evil," Andrew Thompson. April 1], I'm 
assuming thatthe comments regarding the infamous “babyshower” 
arrest came from theccm plaint againstthe city, which was probably 
filled with lawyer-ese and asked for a settlement of §50.000. 

I can not answer for the alleged actions of someofficers; lean only 
speak from experience and ask you: Have you ever been present 
ina hostile neighborhood when attempting to arrest someone for 
any offense, no matterhow trivial? Every neighbor, cousia nephew, 
friend, stepson and their brother come out of the woodwork to 
complain that "You got the wrong guy." We get no help from the 
residentsof their own neighborhoods, as evidenced by the resis- 
tance and bad press we received for removing a dangerous armed 
felon from the streets of Germantown In the past week 

Aside from one officer’s alleged behavior, how many of these 
complaints of physical abuse — "a 20 percent Increase in asingle 
year" —were actually founderP Police are allowed to use force 
in maki ng arrests. Just because the person being arrested didn't 
agree with how they were taken into custody, how they were 



handcuffed too tightly or how their arm was twisted, does not indict 
an entire municipal police department of misconduct, including 
the commissioner, 

A Philadelphia Police Officer 

VIA E-MAIL 

PROBLEM SOLVED 

I once as keda [SEPTA employee] working the ticket booth at Market 
East what h e does If a transgende r perso n asks to buy a Trans Pass 
[A Million Stories, “Annals of Bureaucracy,” April 8], How does he 
negotiate the Male/Female sticker issue? His response was to 
ask the individual purchasing the TransPass. “Is this for a man or 
awoman?" Problem solved (sort of). 

Anonymous 

VIA CITYPAPER.NET 

THE NEXT MIKE GALLAGHER? 

Awesome story [Naked City. "Walk On.” Eric Pettersson, April 8). My 
dad bikedacrosscountry inhis younger yearsand itssomethingl've 
wanted to do ever since. Good luck to Gallagher! Sounds amazing! 

Shatter 

VIACITYPAPER.NET 

♦ Send a! letters Id Feedback. City Paper, 123ChestmjtSl.3rtFloot 
PNIa. PA 19106; lax us at 21 5-599-0634; or e-maledHorid@dtypaper.net 
Submissions may be edited lor clarity and space and must indude an address 
and daytime phone number. 
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P erhaps the last place you’d expect to 
find the Tea Party is Philadelphia. 

The movement is unsurprisingly 
absent from most big cities in gen- 
eral, but Philly seems especially 
averse to it. This is where Democrats 
outnumber Republicans six to one, 
the Philly GOP is quiescent and 45 percent of the 
population is black (and countless thousands more 
are illegal immigrants). 

Yet it’s Feb. 27, and a few dozen members of the Phil- 
adelphia Tea Party Patriots group are gathered at 
the Rittenhouse Square restaurant La Fontana Della 
Citta, eating gnocchi and grilled salmon with pesto 
sauce and linguine with clams. Artifacts from this 
morning’s demonstration at Broad and Washington, 
including pocket-size copies of the Constitution, sev- 
eral “Don't Tread on Me" flags and a sign stating “Reid 
My Lips: No Reconciliation,” are stashed underneath 
people's chairs and inside their cars. 

The group is here to celebrate a milestone: Exactly 
one year ago today, the Tea Party was born. The man 
who fathered this populist movement, which has boon 
credited with everything from getting Republican 
Sen. Scott Brown elected in Massachusetts to almost 
derailing health care reform, is Rick Santelli, a bom- 
bastic CNBC on-air editor. On the morning of Feb. 

27, 2009, he castigated the Obama administration’s 

He said the homeowners were “losers” and called for 
a Chicago Tea Party, a la the 1773 Boston Tea Party. 
Conservative rallies bearing the Tea Party moniker 
quickly popped up throughout the country, espousing 
the virtues of smaller government and fewer taxes. By 



April, the movement had spread to Philadelphia. 

Midway through the birthday party, Diana Reimer, 
a petite 67-year-old with closo-cropped hair, takes the 
floor. She is an exceptionally warm, perky woman who 
punctuates every parting with a hug. Her husband, 
Don, an avuncular, round-bellied man, stands proudly 
beside her. She asks that everyone in the room share 
their “favorite Tea Party memories” of the past year. 
A few people mention Santelli’s speech, but most talk 
about more local, personal moments: the Tax Day 
and July 4 rallies at LOVE Park, the time a Philly Tea 
Partier served U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter with a home- 
made “pink slip” for his "bad behavior." 

It's exactly whatyou’dexpectfroma Tea Party 
event, but then suddenly it isn’t. 

Robert Allen Mansfield, a broad-shouldered black 
man in his late 30s, stands up. He is wearing a black 
suit, tiny, round glasses and a blue tie, and props 
himself up with a cane. He strays from the topic at 
hand, talking about what it was like to be a sergeant 
for eight months in Iraq. He then orders everyone who 
has served in the military to rise for applause; more 
than half the men in the room jump to their foot. 

It's a poignant moment. Mansfield’s face crumples, 
as if about to cry. But suddenly he perks up. He’s got 
something to say. “I wasn’t going to do this, but," he 
says, pausing. Tm running for governor.” 

The mostly white Tea Party members furiously dap 
and cheer and squeeze his shoulders. 

Later, Carol Sano, a Gayborhood resident, says she’s 

"I'm starting a 
Tea Parly group in 
Center City, and I 
want it to look like 
Center City." 



thrilled a black man affiliated with the Tea Party is 
running. “I’m starting a Tbn Party group in Center 
City,” she explains. "And I want it to look like Center 
City — it needs to have young people and African- 
Americans and gays in it.” 

Surveying the room, it appears that Sano’s hope for 
a more diverse Tea Party has, at least compared to Tea 
Parties elsewhere, been partially realized. There arc 
more than a few young people and blacks here, as well 
as lots of women, and everyone is happily mingling. 

The unlikely scene poses a question: What happens 
when the Tea Party finds itself in a major American 
rity? Does it thrive, or shrivel up? Does it focus its 
energies on fighting health care legislation or the soda 
tax? Is it less — or more — rarist? The New Yorker, The 
New York Times and even Philadelphia Weekly have 
surveyed Tea Parties like exacting anthropologists in 
Media, northern Kentucky, the ’burbs and the Nevada 
desert, but the press has yet to examine its strangest 
specimen yet: the urban Tea Party. 

R eimer woke up. 

To “wake up” in the Tea Party is not to roll out 
of bed, but to become politically informed. It’s 
an apothegm that hints at the fact that most people in 
the movement have never been interested in politics 
before, and came to be only after a vigorous epiphany 
shook them to action. 

Reimer’s revelation occurred when the Bush admin- 
istration declared war on Iraq, a fact that supports 
the Tea Party’s claim that its members are displeased 
with both Democrats and Republicans. “Was the war 
right, was it wrong?” she asks. “Don” — her husband 
— “feels it was right. I feel I don’t know, you know?” 
Although Reimer says the Iraq War was her wake- 
up call, she didn't get involved in any anti-war move- 
ments in 2003. In fact, she wouldn't become an activ- 
ist for another six years not until after a wave of fis- 
cal imprudence swept the nation, she says, engulfing 
even the Republican Party that she’d voted for since 
Ronald Reagan became president in 1981. 

“Thero was TARP and all tho bailouts, and these rich 
people are getting all this money, yet Don and I can’t 
sell our house," she laments. “Then Mr. Obama comes 
in and bails out the banks and AIG, and look at these 
people, look at all the money they have!” (The bank 
bailouts were initiated by the Bush administration 
in fall 2008, with the support of both the Obama and 

Like many people in the Tea Party, Reimer is a life- 
long member of the middle class, and has an appealing 
hardiness because of it. She grew up in Tioga, where 
her father was a Democratic committeeman for many 




© years. She went to West Philadelphia High, 
but left as a sophomore to attend business 
school, and eventually met Don. She had two 
children with him, moved to Lansdale, and for the next 
few decades made a living as a secretary, house-keeper 
and department store employee. 

By the time she was in her mid-60s, Reimer was 
ready to retire. She and Don planned to “sell off the 
house, pay some bills and buy something smaller” 
and then travel the country. 

But the economy crumbled. “When we put our house 
on the market, we found out we had lost $40,000 in 
equity," she says. 

Ironically, she was in a similar boat as the 'losers" 
Santelli mocked on CNBC for facing foreclosure. 
Coupled with the fact that Don had suffered two 
layoffs throughout his career and she had just quit 
her job at Mary’s, Reimer was crushed. She grew 
angry that she didn't qualify for unemployment, and 
thought it unfair that Don's unemployment compen- 
sation had been reduced because he also received 
military retirement benefits. 

The recession had shoved the Reimers to the lower 
end of the middle class, where they weren’t poor 
enough to qualify for government assistance, but they 
also weren’t rich enough to afford what the American 
dream says they deserve after a lifetime of work. And 
yet, Reimer didn’t find comfort in the Democratic 



Party. Instead, she grew increasingly conservative, 
and read more about politics online. Then one day she 
saw a story about a Tea Party. 

“I was frustrated, but what could I do? Who could 
I talk to?” she asks. “Then I found out about the Tea 
Party, and I said, that’s it! That’s how you get your 
voice heard.” 

She immediately logged on to the Tea Party Patriots’ 
Web site and signed up to be the Philadelphia organizer 
of the upcoming Tax Day protest at LOVE Park, which 
went on to attract several hundreds of attendees. 

She’d never been to a protest before, let alone orga- 
nized one. But she had surprising foresight. Reimer 
know full well it would bo easier to find fellow Tea 
Partiers in West Chester, Valley Forge or the Main 
Line, and that a more realistic person might hold a 
Tax Day protest in one of those places. But she was 
determined to grow the movement here in Philly, and 
not just because it’s her hometown. 

“This is the cradle of liberty,” she says. “This is where 
all of it — the whole country — got started. It had to 
be in Philly.” Indeed, the city is associated with much 
of what the Tea Party canonizes: the Constitution, the 
founding fathers, notions of independence and liberty. 

"This is the cradle 
of liberty. This is 
where all of it got 
started. It hadro 
be here." 



On second thought, maybe Philadelphia is exactly 
where you should expect to find the Tea Party. 

A year after that first Tax Day protest, Reimer 
has made surprising progress. 

She is now a national coordinator for the 
Tea Party Patriots, and though she’ll tell you “there 
are no leaders in the Tea Party,” she is undoubtedly 
at the helm of the movement in Philly. After organiz- 
ing her first protest in April, she organized the July 
4 rally; after that she began taking monthly trips to 
Washington, D.C., befriending the members of Con- 
gress she deems worthy, like Iowa Republican Steve 
King, and browbeating others she finds unbearable, 
like Montgomery County Democrat Allyson Schwartz. 

In her most recent trip to the Capitol, she was 
joined by six buses full of people from the Philadelphia 
area, all rallying against health care legislation. 

Reimer, who is on Medicare, opposes the health care 
law for many reasons, though some are fuzzy, and oth- 
ers are factually inaccurate. She dislikes that it forces 
you to buy health care: “America is about choice,” she 
argues. She fears that it will give the IRS the power to 
“monitor your checking account” willy-nilly. She also 
calls the bill “probably the worst” swipe to the anti- 
abortion cause “in history.” (In reality, the health care 
bill did nothing to obstruct or advance this cause.) 

Locally, Reimer has focused primarily on growing the 
Tea Party in Philadelphia. Her strategy for this is two- 
pronged. Firstly, she’s been working with Don on what 
she calls the “precinct project," in which they persuade 
conservatives to run for local committee positions. It's 
an attempt to change the GOP from the inside out, and 
mirrors how the Moral Majority, a religious right move- 
ment in the 1980s, gained power by electing people to 
school boards and other small-time positions. 

Secondly, she's formed small-scale Tea Party groups 
in various parts of the city and suburbs, including the 
Northeast, South Philly, Center City, Bucks County 
and Montgomery County, with one on the way in West 
Philly. The groups, which each contain five to 15 peo- 
ple, meet monthly in people’s homes and pizza shops 
and restaurants. They talk about everything from 
the soda tax to illegal immigration. 
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© Philadelphia she says with a charming 
giggle, though it's clear she's not kidding. 
“My plan is to circle the city with these 
groups, which we already have five of, and slowly 
take over Philly." 

I n early March, Sano holds one such meeting in her 
Gayborhood home, a stunning condo built in the 
1920s whose door is adorned with an American 
flag. “The flag lets us know we’re in the right place," a 
Tea Partier says approvingly upon arrival. The scene 
isn't what you’d expect, exactly. There are doctors, law- 
yers, GOP ward leaders and realtors inside, and most 
of them are dressed in suits and ties. Matthew Wolfe, a 
Republican ward leader, passes around a flier criticiz- 
ing Mayor Nutter’s proposed soda tax and trash fees. 

Sano, a Philly transplant by way of New York City 
with bleached, blown-out hair, spends most of the 
night hunched over the oven. While preparing pizza, 
she critiques the Nutter administration. Sano believes 
the mayor hasn’t made good on his promises to attract 
international corporations into the city and lower the 
wage and business tax. 

“I worked for his campaign and voted for him,” she 
says. “He was the shining star, and now he’s such a 
disappointment.” 

Once everyone settles down, the topic of conversa- 
tion centers on how to foster a more diverse Tea 
Party. "We need to get more young people here,” says 
a middle-aged man. “The way to do it is with the fiscal 
issues. We’re never going to get them on the social 
issues. That's something you don’t come around to 
until you're my age.” 

A wr inkl ed Jewish doctor nods, agreeing that 
more “young folk" and “Afro-Americans” need to get 
involved. He suggests that the Center City Tea Party 
hire someone to court prospective right-wing activ- 
ists, and that it not bo someone who looks like Reimer. 
In the back of the room, a young, regal-looking black 
woman who served in the military is standing, and 
he implores her to be this person. 

He probably means well enough, but it's a clumsy, 
offensive request. She declines. 

M ansfield has thought a lot about whether the 
Tea Party is racist. 

The independent gubernatorial candidate, 
clad in a maroon pinstripe suit, is telling his life story 
in an Old City cafe over a mug of coffee. The more 
he describes it, the harder it is to believe he's a Tea 
Party mainstay. Mansfield lives in North Philly. As a 
kid, he was in and out of the city’s foster care system 
— his mother, a heroin addict, put him up for adoption 
when he was bom. He had a poor relationship with his 
adoptive family, and eventually ran away from home. 



A tumultuous childhood led to a tumultuous young 
adulthood — he went through a period of homeless- 
ness — but he eventually found solid ground. He says 
his faith helped. 

Mansfield doesn’t oppose welfare for the poor. “I’m 
not against welfare. I was on welfare,” he reasons, 
though he adds that there should be more incentives 
for people to get off it. So what makes him a conserva- 
tive, exactly? “I want to restore fiscal sanity to this 
government,” he says. 

It’s a viewpoint that, according to him, squares per- 
fectly with the Tea Party, but not the local Republican 
Party. "In Philadelphia, Republicans are in bed with the 
Democrats as far as giving out patronage jobs. That’s 
not what the government is there for. Now we want to 
tax trash to further this patronage. If s nonsense." 

There’s another reason he’s detached himself from 
Republicans. ‘Tm an oddball within the Republican 
Party” he says. “I am a black conservative from the 
dty and Pennsylvania Republicans . . . aren't. They 
don't know what to do with me.” 

That’s not to say he finds the Tea Party racially 
harmonious. He wont to his first Tba Party protest in 
July, where he estimates the black-to- white ratio was 
“three to 10,000.” 

“I became interested in the group," he says, “but very 

Rather than shy away from the movement, though, 
he’s courting it, hoping to mold it from within. Part 
of the reason he’s doing this, perhaps, is simply that 
the Tea Party is allowing him to — as opposed to local 
and state Republicans, who he claims ignore him. He 
participated in a national Tea Party conference call 
in which he argued that protest signs demonizing 
President Obama are racially insensitive. He told the 
same thing to Philly Tea Partiers, and asked them 
to not bring such signs to Freedom Fest, a candidates 
forum he organized in March. They obliged. 

Perhaps more crucially, he says there’s one tiring the 
Tea Party has that the Republicans lack: the Reimers. 
"They have no problem having dinner with people who 
do not look like them," he says. “I was honored when they 
called and asked me my advice. They asked me, How 
do we reach out to the black community?’ That's big.” 

K evin Kelly agrees that the Philly GOP doesn’t 
do enough to reach out to black people. But 
then again, he thinks it doesn't do enough to 
reach out to anyone, period. 

He knew the Republican City Committee wasn’t for 



"The city is 
controlled by 
one party. The 
city has suffered 



him within five minutes of meeting Michael Meehan, 
its legal counsel and de facto leader. "The first thing 
he told me was that we can't win,” he says. “Imagine 
going to George Washington at Valley Forge and him 
saying to you, We love the fact that you're trying to 
join the ranks, but we can't win.” 

In 2008, Kelly, an entrepreneur, founded the Loyal 
Opposition, a conservative group that positions itself 
against both the city Democrats and the Republican 
City Committee. He hopes it will do something the 
local GOP can’t: get conservatives elected. This per- 
fectly aligns with the Philly Tea Party’s goals, so if s 
no surprise that Kelly is a regular at Tea Party events, 
including last year’s Tax Day protest and the recent 
rally against Democratic Rep, Joe Sestak’s health 
care forum in the Northeast. He concedes that the 
Republican City Committee is great at doling out 
jobs — they control 500 positions at the Philadelphia 
Parking Authority — but he cares little about that. 

“The dty is controlled by one party. It’s a monopoly. 
There's no exchange of ideas, and the dty has suffered 
for it. Where a monopoly exists, there's no competition 
and you got a bad product. Philly is a bad product.” 
Kelly hopes that if he rounds up enough spirited 
Tea Partiers, frustrated liberals and disenfrandiised 
Republicans in Philly, he'll be able to get more conser- 
vatives into office. There’s evidence the Republican 
City Committee isn’t too happy about this, however, 
possibly because it could disrupt the party’s delicate 
relationship with city Democrats and threaten its 
ability to control patronage jobs. 

LaMott Ebron, a young African-American colleague 
of Kelly’s, is running as a Republican committee per- 
son in Nicetown, Soon after obtaining signatures 
and filing his ballot petition, though, he discovered 
that a man named Michael Gilliland was challeng- 
ing him, with Meehan as his attorney. When Ebron 
went to Gilliland's listed address, though, he found 
that Gilliland didn't live there. Meehan eventually 
withdrew his challenge, though the party maintains 
that Ebron had a "defective petition," in the words of 
committee chairman Vito Canuso. 

Canuso adds that while he has “no problem” with 
the Tea Party, “the best way to reform government is 
through the Republican Party.” 

T he fact that people like Ebron and Mansfield 
haven’t felt welcome in the city Republican 
Party, but have befriended people like Reimer 
and Kelly, may put Philly in a unique position. Could 
the Philadelphia Tea Party be better able to attract 
minorities than the city Republican Party? Even when 
Tea Partiers at large do egregiously racist things, like 
chant “nigger” at a black congressman? 
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© It’s complicated. Reimer has done much 
to publicize the local movement’s supposed 
tolerance, including calling members of the 
NAACP to try to convince them that, regardless of 
what the national Tea Party is, she is tolerant. 

Most of the time, it seems true. But as soon as 
Reimer starts talking about immigration reform — an 
issue that many Tea Party members plan on swat- 
ting at as viciously as they did health care legislation, 
when and if Obama pushes for it — her tone changes. 
The language of racism has always been flecked with 
nuances and code words, and what one person calls 
racist another will inevitably defend as something 
else. One tiling, however, is certain: Reimer gets per- 
sonal when it comes to illegal immigration. Her anger 
is no longer directed toward the big, bad, powerful gov- 
ernment, but a weak racial minority, 

“T guess if you were an illegal immigrant you would 
qualify for every benefit there is,” she says with an 
uncharacteristic sneer. “You would qualify for health 
care, you would probably get educated, and you would 
get whatever else America has to offer you. Now, what 
makes that fair? People are starting to wake up to this, 
and it’s not pretty. You know Obama wants amnesty 
for all of them? That’s pretty scary. Well, see, that's his 
voter base ” 

Of course, Reimer says her views toward illegal 
immigrants have nothing to do with race, and insists 



that she’s perfectly fine with legal Hispanics. Still, the 
animosity toward illegal immigrants is visceral, and a 
bitunsettling. 

June McWilham, a Jewish woman and friend of 
Renner’s who runs Repatriot Radio, a Tea Party radio 
program in New Jersey, concurs with Reimer. Before 
joining the Tea Party, she was part of the Minuteman 
Project, a far-right group whose members patrol the 
U.S.-Mexico border. She frequently wears a bullet 
shell casing necklace charm with the Star of David 
carved into it around her neck. 

“The illegals are taking low-wage, low-skill jobs from 
minorities," she says. “So blacks don't like it, either." 

P redicting the death of the Tea Party has become 
something of a parlor game among liberals, 
particularly alter the Tea Partiers failed to stop 
Congress from passing health care reform last month. 
As it stands, though, losing the health care fight has 
only emboldened them, Reimer says. She is busier 
than ever. “The phone was off the hook” the day after 
health care legislation passed, she says. “You can 
hardly do anything other than answer it anymore.” 
Though the Tea Party certainly contains fringe 

"If you were an 
illegal immigrant 
you would qualify 
for every benefit 
there is. ' 



elements — racists and birthers and the like — it is 
too simplistic to dismiss it as a movement of cranks. A 
February Franklin & Marshall College poll found that 
45 percent of Pennsylvanians would vote for a can- 
didate backing Tea Party goals, compared to 34 per- 
cent who would not. Even a quarter of Pennsylvania 
Democrats say they would vote for such a candidate. 

And, of course, there are Tea Partiers here in metro- 
politan, cosmopolitan Philadelphia. 

“I would not make the wager that the Tba Party 
can reshape Philly politics,” says Terry Madonna, an 
F&M Pennsylvania politics professor. “But maybe it 
could help slow down the city’s Democratic machine, 
or affect midterm elections. Republicans usually turn 
out more voters in midterm elections, so Democrats go 
into them with a disadvantage to begin with.” 

There’s no doubt that Pennsylvania and Philly 
politicians are well aware of the Tea Party’s potency. 
Republican Attorney General Tom Corbett, who is 
running for governor, has sued the federal government 
over the health care bill, a nod to Tea Partiers. Pat 
Toomey, the Republican candidate for the U.S. Senate, 
has similarly courted the group. And there’s at least 
an indication that the Philly Democratic machine sees 
the Tea Partiers as a potential threat: Steven Kaplan, 
an attorney for the Democratic City Committee, went 
to court to challenge Tea Party-friendly congressional 
candidate Pia Varma — who stands almost no chance 
in her bid to unseat Democratic powerhouse Bob 
Brady, who won 91 percent of the vote in 2008, this fall 
— and got her kicked off the Republican ballot for not 
having enough signatures. Varma is now running as 
an independent. 

If Reimer has her way, the movement will maintain 
its virility for generations to come. She’s still charg- 
ing against health care reform — “Republicans are 
starting to get it,” she says in reference to Corbett and 
others’ lawsuits — and prepping fellow activists for 
the upcoming fight against immigration reform. She’s 
also organizing the second Tax Day protest, to take 
place on April 15 at LOVE Park She doesn’t foresee a 
future when she'll run out of things to be roiled about. 

‘Til do this for as long as I can,” she says with a chuck- 
le, though it’s clear, again, she’s very serious. “And 
hopefully I’ll be around for another 20 years or so.” 
(holly, otterbein&citypaper. net) 
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| John Vetteso sees what develops 
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► PHILADELPHIA HASHENRYHorenstein in 

some unlikely juxtapositions this spri ng. 

First, the tail end of the Boston photographer's 
“SHOW” atGallery 339— a bawdy, campy explo- 
ration of the burlesque world, done in pointed 
blackand white — ran up againstthe opening of 
“Looking at Animal s."amorefamily-appropriate 
exhi bit atthe Academy of Natural Sciences col- 
lecting sepia abstracts from the zoo, the farm and 
hisown backyard. 

Striking perhapsastarkercontrastthan nudes- 
and-tattoos versus antlers-and-hooves images 
(both depict bodies after all), the Academy hangs 
„ Horensteln s work alongside spec! mens from its 
z collection, juxtaposing what artists and scientists 
Jj find interesting in ttieanimalsthey study. 
i Upon entering the dimly lit second-floor gal- 

> lery, one of the first photos to stand out from the 
5 left wall is Giant Pacific Octopus. Shot in fluid 
; soft focus, its tentacles wrap and fill most of the 
?• frame inoverlapping mounds; in thetop third, we 

see the reticent animal's eye protruding, and the 
i blackness of the ocean (or aquarium, perhaps) 
j backdropping it 

: ThewamiimageofthisPacificoctopussitsnext 

] toa Plexiglas cylinders in iridescent yellows, blues 
= and greens, containing “Walter" —a full-body 
* octopus specimen that's been at the museum 
« since the 1 960s Floating in an alcohol solution, 
< Walteriscrumpledandlifelesaarubberytangled 

> massbearing littleresemblancetotheresplendent 
g creature depicted in Horenstein’s Image. 

i Thedichotomyisevenstrongerwhenyoucom- 

i pare how the artist and scientists see giraffes. 
S Both avoid making a thing of the neck, which Is 
3 refreshing. Horenstein's Smoky Giraffe hones in 
£ on three of the animal's muscular legs, bunched 




THE CONSTANT 

Philadanco's 40-year-old mission statement 
holds steady in an ever-evolving field. 

By Deni Kasrel 

J oan Myers Brown isn't into high society. Sure, it's Philadanco's 
40th anniversary — prime time for pricey fundraisers and 
fancy shindigs all in the name of marking major milestones. 
And while gala events indeed will be part of this celebration, die 
troupe’s longtime artistic director stresses the importance of acces- 
sibility: Anyone who attends a Philadanco performance this week 
automatically becomes part of the troupe's jubilee bash. It all goes 
down right on the stage, in a new piece titled By Way of the Funk. 

Createdby Jawole Willa Jo Zollar of Brooklyn’s Urban Bush 
Women, Funk, naturally, is set to the sounds of Parliament and 
Punkadelic.1 thought, ‘You know what, 1 want to do a piece to cele- 
brate," says the choreographer, who’d originally planned something 
more somber. “Phis, [funk has] been around about 40 years, as well." 

The other three selectionson the anniversary program are fan 
favorites — first performed in the '80s and reprised many times 
since. And while each has its own character, Brown says they all 
bear a company trademark oPjoyous dance.” 

That’s an anomaly in a city where heady postmodern dance is so 
popular, but Brown doesn't mind. “I want people to leave dance feel- 
ing good about being there, not wondering, ‘What did I just see?” 
This winning formula ofhigh energy, stellar technique and acces- 



sibility has made FTiiladanco one of this city’s best cultural ambassa- 
dors. “From the top down there is a focus on integrity and excellence," 
says Zollar of Danco’s reputation. “Anybody who's around 20-plus 
years, ifyou don’t have a vision of excellence, you don't stay around.” 
That vision’s been explicitly shaped by the dedicated, nurturing 
Brown, whose dancers call her“Mom."She handpicks members, 
trainers mid choreographers, and plans all concert programs. 

Although Philadanco is integrated, it’s still mostly African- 
American. “It’s not about color anymore, it’s about great dancers,” 
says Brown, who still stresses the original mission’s importance. 
“The opportunities for African-American youth are still limited.” 
Even so, she’d Kke people to see beyond color and recognize 

Philadanco as the adventur- 
ou s company it truly is, rather 

“Alvin Ai ley-like.” “It's prob- 
ably because we’re a black 



“I want peo- 
ple to leave 
reeling good.” 



dance company,” she figures. 

“But how come they don’t compare us to Hubbard Street?" 

No matter what the comparison, the company will always be 
associated first and foremost with its eponymous city — which 
is part of the reason Brown chose not to name the troupe after 
herself, as many choreographers do. “That's in case my kids want 
to cany it on,” she explains, “[so) they don’t have to drag my 
name along. It’s still viable. Because it’s the Philadelphia Dance 
Company, and Philadelphia is not going away.” 

(den i.kasrel®citypaper.net) 






[ nudes-and-tattoos vs. antlers-and-hooves ] 



[ kaleidoscope ] 

>■ graphic novel 

We're not gonna He: We like Joe Boruchow’s 
black-and-white papercutoutsdepicting 
the Eagles, Mayor Nutter and local cops 
partly because they're set in Philly. So 
what? ( Isn't that why you watch M. Night 
Shyamalan movies?) If the FTiilly thing 
ever gets old, though, Boruchow's got 
plenty of talent and wit to keep us smitten. He's throwing a free party 
for his new graphic novel. Stuffed Animals: A Story in Paper 
Cutouts, tonight at Philadelphia’s Magic Gardens ( 1020 South St., 
philadelphiasmagicgardens.org). Course, it'll feature Philly-themed 
music and a Philly-themed slideshow. —Holly Ottertoein 



► book 

When it comes to guidance, there’s probably nothing less helpful 
than You're a Horrible Person, But I Like You: The Believer 
Book of Advice ( Vintage). Michael Cera, Jim Gaffigan, 
Samantha Bee, Bob Odenkirk, Lizz Winstead — these people have 
nothing useful to tell you (or the advice-seekers who supposedly 
wrote to them ) about how to live. But, for a bathroom book, its 
pretty damn funny. 

— Patrick Rapa 



► record keeping 

Things to do on Record Store Day (Sat., April 17 k Head to 
Manayunk's Main Street Music and catch emergent Brooklyn- 
via-D.C. electro rock combo Exit Clov. They put out the Coverboy 7” 
specifically for the occasion, and it’s got a killer rendition of Devo’s 
■Mongoloid ." Fbllow them to Johnny Brenda's, and buy some T-shirts 
from delightfully heady psych dudes The Armchairs, who open 
— they need funds to get their debut LP, Science and Advice, out on 
the racks. And stick around forPepi Ginsberg. Have you heard the 
Philly expat/current Brooklynite’s husky, heartrending “Coca Cola” 
from this yeaPs East is East ? In another generation, it would have 
been a top-selling soul platter. —John Vettese 



► album 

With Bowie and Jackson Browne covers 
already in the Mates of Statecatalog, 
you know the synth-pop duo likes to 
pay tribute to its idola But what makes 
their brand-new, self-recorded Crushes 
I Barsuk) so fresh is how many times they 
cover their working peers: Vashti Bunyan, Death Cab, Dear Nora, 
Belle & Sebastian. Their version of “Laura" by Girls translates so 
slickly to the Mates’ keys+beats+twizzlering voices, you’d swear it 
was there to begin with. — Patrick Rapa 






flickpick [movie review] 



THE EXPLODING GIRL 

[ A- ] ZOE KAZAN DOESN'T actually explode in Bradley Rust Gray's finely cut feature, 
but she's always about to. She lives her life like she’s cradling nitroglycerin, taking care 
lest too firm a jolt set heroff. Although she's a New Yorker, home in the city between 
years of college, she seems too fragile foritsclamorous chaos. The whoosh of sirens 
drowns her out; passing buses threaten to wipe her off the screen. While her mumble- 
fuck boyfriend remains a distant cell-phone presence, Kazan's Ivy strolls the city with 
herchildhood friend and college classmate A1 (Mark Rendall), whose puppyish crush 
somehow escapes hernotice. Or perhaps it’s justone issue too many, an unwanted 
stressor that might trigger her epilepsy, a condition that dictates a moderate, even- 
keeled existence of the kind utterly alien to young adulthood. Zoe, granddaughter of 
Elia, has acting in her bones, which may be why her 

moon-faced performance seemsutterly effortless;like ZOe KQZ.3.n 
Greenberg’s Greta Gerwig ( albeit with a substantially u _ j. 

broader range), die’s more fascinating the less she does. ! 1 ciS d ~ 

Kazan and Gray turn the momentary disconnections of ing in ner 

modem life into understated metaphors forhumandis- bones, 
connection. The hitch between a cell-phone call’s origin 

and its first ring yawns like a tiny gulf. When her evasive boyfriend finally drops the 
hammer, she asks simply, “Why?" Her resigned tone suggests that knowing the answer 
would be no use. Gray's limpid compositions draw plangent stillness from urban dark- 
ness, counterpointing but not unbalancing his actors’ understated natural ism.Their 
words convey universes of nothingness — atone point, A1 ventures, “I guess I should 
be more assertive, maybe" — buttheir hesitations are softly eloquent. Kazan's broad, 
translucent face has room for emotions to play out without crowding each other; she 

^ ^ _ lets each minute flicker softly into place. The movie might be perfect if it ended a few 

The Exploring Girl. seconds earlier, but it's still a rare and precious thing . — Sam Ada ms 




suitespot 

Peter Burwasser on classical 



THE CHOPIN 
MUST GO ON 

He considered 
the late music 
of Beethoven 
wayward. 

>■ this year is the bicentennial of the birth of 
Fr6d6rlc Chopin. There is a bit of hoopla about it, 
but not on the scale accorded to similar milestones 
from Mozart and Beethoven. Why not, because he 
mainly wrote solo piano music — no epic sym- 
phonies or operas? Perhaps and yet within those 
singular solo piano compositions, there was the 
| work of one of the most original and consistently 
inspired musical minds of all time. 

Thestoryof Chopin’s creative life iswonderfully 
: paradoxical. He was an epic trail blazer, a key fig- 
I ure In the early Romantic era in music. Schumann 
famously declared, after a recital by the young 
! Chopin In Paris, shortly after the young man's 
flightfrom his native Ftoland. “Hats off, gentlemen, 
agenius!" Chopin was flattered, butdid not return 
the favor. Hefound the mific of Schumann, and also 
Liszt, another generous admirer, to be vulgar. He 
considered the late music of Beethoven, conceived 
in Chopin's lifetime, wayward. When he was not 
composing, he happily played Bachand Mozart, his 
heroes. In the meantime, he was writing music of 
harmonic daring and dramatic impact that continues 
tochallenge listeners to this day. 

Above all else, it is Chopin's melodic gift that 
distinguishes him In the pan Hi eon of the great ones. 
Bach was the master of polyphony, Mozart the 
technician par excellence. Beethoven the hammer. 
butChopin hadthetunes.The richness, varietyand 
unflagging high level of his prolific woik, in a short 
39 years, isstlll athing of wonder. 

There has never been a lack of terrific Chopi n 
recordings. You can pretty much throwadartatthe 
catalog and come up with something worthwhile. 
Pianists adore Chopin. He was himself one of the 
greatpianists of his time, so he wrote with the insight 
of a performer. Even amateur musicians appreciate 
the natural way the notes fall under the fingers. 
You can spend a premium for recordings by such 
legends as Rubinstein. Horowitz. Cortot, Argerich 
and others, but there is also much pleasure to be 
derivedfrom excellent budget versions from Naxos 
and their ilk. Better yet teke a few piano lessons and 
learn the music firsthand. Ybu could do no higher 
honor to the memory of a unique master. 

(p_burwasser@citypaper.neO 
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5 [ movie review ] 

j SUPER RAD 

| It's not a bird. It’s not a plane. It's just a kid. But his 
• film vehicle lives up to his moniker in Kick-Ass. 

D ByDrewLazor 



§ c B* ] KICK-ASS I Directed by Matthew Vaughn, A Lionsgate release, 

" Opens Friday in area theaters 

- y night, the cult figure Kick-Ass dons a painted-011 green-and- 

° yellow jumpsuit, straps a pair of lethal batons to his back and 

j wJ steps into the shadows, prowling for wrongs in desperate need 
= of righting. By day, though, he’s a squeaky-voiced high school nobody 
£ named Dave Lizewski who might as well be the Invisible Man. 

" Based on a screenplay written in lockstep with Mark Millar and 

John Romita Jr.'s seven-part Marvel series, Kick-Ass asserts that 
the beloved caped superheroes who have shaped comic-book cul- 
ture and by proxy, influenced culture at large — will never be as 
emblematic as the capes themselves. And it does so with a nervy 
nonchalance toward violence and profanity that hasn’t been seen 
since Kill Bill: Vol. 1 made the fanboys roar seven years ago. 

Dave, played by Brit newcomer Aaron Johnson with the sort of 
exophthalmic awkwardness that mnkes you want to stuff him into 
a locker, has a few good buddies (Clark Duke and Evan Peters), a 
doting, clueless dad (Garrett M. Brown) and a serious crush named 
Katie (Lyndsy Fonseca). He’s a typical bored teen who happens to 
be way into comics (cue atomic wedgie!), and he struggles with the 
idea that the masked avengers who leap off the editions he thumbs 
through daily aren't present in real life to regulate injustice. His 
friends think he’s nuts, but that doesn't stop the beanpole from 



purchasing all the appropriate 
accoutrement off the Web and eas- 
ing into his menacing moniker. 

Dave is a misguided moron, free 
from the burdens of ability and tal- 
ent, and has no idea what he’s doing. 
After a botched crime-fighting inci- 
dent leads to a hospital stay, metal- 
reinforced limbs and nerve damage 
— and, in classic high school fashion, 
the salacious rumor that he’s gay 
— he decides to hit the streets hard. 
His sloppy “rescue” of a beatdown 
victim makes its way onto YouTube, earning millions of views and 
attention from all corners (Craig Ferguson loves him). The hapless 
hero sets up a MySpacc page to filter the deluge of requests for help, 
When he runs aground in the lair of a drug king who’s been 
harassing do-gooding Katie at her job at the needle exchange, 
Kick-Ass is saved by Hit-Girl (a tremendous Chloe Grace Moretz, 
pictured), a tween killing machine who’s almost as handy with a 
bladed bo stick as she is with grossly age-inappropriate language. 
We come to find out she’s a real crimefighter — not a fed-by- 
Intemet-fame construct — on a vigilante mission, along with equal- 
ly lethal, Shalner-stammering father “Big Daddy” (Nicolas Cage), 
to wrest control of the underworld from mafia capo Frank D'Amico 
(Mark Strong, best sullen scowl in the business). The duo has been 
screwing with D’Amico’s pocketbook, picking off his hired muscle 
with style and seriously hexing the bottom line of his various shady 
endeavors, D’Amico’s slack-jawed teenage son, Chris (Christopher 
Mintz-Plasse, doing McLovin’ at half-power), eager to get in pop's 
good graces, agrees to develop his own super-persona — the gadget- 
armed Red Mist — with the aim of winning the trio’s trust. 




Matthew Vaughn (Layer Cake, Stardust ), 
who wrote, directed and produced, chose 
to shoot Kick-Ass in a candy shell, with 
colors sizzling off the screen between fits 
of grucsomu and crowd-pleasing violenco. 
Vaughn’s devil-don’t-give-a-shit treatment 
of slaughter is part of the reason why 13 - 
year-old Moretz’s prepubescent Hit-Girl 
has proven controversial — she drops as 
many curse words as she does bodies. 

It’s easy to assume this movie satirizes 

superheroes mean to us, yes, but all told it’s 
a traditional actioner with enough comedy 
to temper all that arterial spurting. The 
distinguishing characteristic of Kick-Ass is 
that it's devoid of all traces of mortal tran- 
scendence — there are no radioactive spider 
bites driving Dave to use his might to make 
right. There’s no motivation, even, for him 
to pick up the hero torch, save for something 
wo all long for at one point or another: tho 
desire to be admired. “With no power, comes 
no responsibility," goes his lackadaisical 
Peter Parker-inspired mantra. And every- 
one wants to be responsible for something. 

(drew.lazor<&cilypaper net) 




"The Trump Network will be a big 
success story in America, 
anti those that recognize the 
opportunity early will thrive." 

Donald J. Trump 

Be a part of Donald Trump’s 
new business today and 
position yourself for finandat 

£_?_ J £*_!:£_ 



freedom for life. 

Don’t Lose Out By Waiting! 
Call Recorded Message 
For Location and Time 
of FREE Presentation 
610 - 668-1200 



IGNIS FATUUS 



PROJECT S. 51- 2010 -WARNING ' 

* RADAR INDICATES BIZARRE ACTIVITY... 

LAT 31“ N - LONG 74-65“ U 

* LOCATIONS IN THE AFFECTED AREA INCLUDE MOREY'S 

MARINER'S LANDING PIER - SCHELLENGER AVENUE 
AND THE BOARDWALK 
PREPAREDNESS ACTIONS REQUIRED... 

BE ONE OF THE FIRST TO EMBARK ON A TERRIFYING 
JOURNEY THROUGH OUR NEWEST ATTRACTION - 
SURE TO BE A BOARDWALK CLASSIC. 
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♦ Man Vs. Wild 



The skeletal elephant 
hoof looms large and 
imposing, almost like 
a sculpture. 

together like a spotted vase. It puts the knobby knees in 
the forefront, raising the question of how these seemingly 
diminutive joints are able to carry the monumental creature 
above them. 

The Academy’s giraffe specimen deconstructs the ani- 
mal altogether. On a frame of shelved wooden pallets, an 
entire giraffe skeleton is broken apart and arranged tidily 
into boxes; leg bones over here, torso bones over there, skull 
looking outward. While the octopus could at least be seen as 
a once-living creature, this looks more like the aftermath of 
a paleontological dig. 

This isn't meant to draw some kind of distinction where the 
artist is the aesthete while the scientists are dry and clinical. 
To be sure, Horenstein's Domestic Great Dane, starring his 
own pet dog, depicts an awkwardly framed, vaguely blurred 
tongue flapping as the image's centerpiece. Even for dog 
people, this has to be unsightly; I’m much more Interested In 
the neatly arranged, lovingly boxed collection of Cants lupus 
familiaris skulls it sits next to . 

Elsewhere, the presentation of specimens holds as much 
aesthetic appeal as their adjoining photographs. Aflamingo 
skull Is inset in the wall, behind an ornate oval frame. It is 
bathed in hot pink light, with a thin aquarium of brine shrimp 
— the bird's dinner in a previous life — flittering in front, a 
multilayered display functioning as a wall hanging. 



The skeletal elephant hoof, an Academy 

imposing, almost like a sculpture: impres- 
sively, Horenstein's photo (focusing on 
the no-less-imposing living version, 
pictured, p. 22) appears to be printed at 
actual size. 

Turning to the sandhill crane, we once 
again see the photo and specimen study- 
ing different features. Horenstein looks 
at the curving neck against a gray back- 
ground, its soft feathers dipping to and 
fro. Abstracted in this way, it looks like 
an aerial view of a river, snaking through 
a gorge. Next to it the Academy hung a 
massive 5-foot wing, outstretched in a 
large frame with feathers popping in yel- 
low, blue and rusty orange colors amid a 
patchwork of grays and whites. 

The juxtapositions throughout ' Looking 
atAnimals” draw adistinction between how 
the two camps see the world, but the part- 
ing view of the crane's wing makes it clear: 
Science Is no less majestic than art. 

j_ vettese@citypaper.net) 

* -Looking atAnimals . ' through May 16. 

St 2. Academy ol Natural Sciences. 1900Ben 
Franklin Parkway. 215-299- IOOO. ansp.org. 







DATICE COmPAIIY 



APRIL 29 - MAY 2, 2010 



Lf name of Philadelphia company 

480 S. BROAD ST. BOX OFFICE: 215. 985. 0420 TICKETS S20 - S25 - S30 
WWW.KORESHDANCE.ORG 






Are you 55 
or older and 
interested in 
participating 
in research? 



The University of 
Pennsylvania Minority 
Aging Research Center 
for Community Health 
(MARCH) invites you to 
enroll in a registry. For 
more information and to 
find out if you are eligible 
to enroll, 

call 21 5 - 746-7166 

3? Penn Medicine 



HISTORY REPEATING 



m relatively short history, let 



portunities outside the comedy and tragedy labels, 
Henry IV, Part /shows, 
rs the instability after Richard ITs death and 
nsion, and though titles and motivations blur occa- 
part, to inevitable role-doubling, despite Lantern's 
ng a spirited effort at characterclarity), the person- 
through. Henry’s son Hal (Allen Radway) coasts 
ig legacy, partying with degenerate Falstaff (Peter 
limits he’d rather have violent-terapered warrior 
"Ftercy (Andrew Kane) as son and heir 
re inevitable: Hal must shake off his frat-boy life- 
with Daddy and prove he’s England’s next king, 
hough, the nearly three-hour play never falters, 
formances from Jered McLenigan, David Blatt, 
ry Lee Bednarek and Russ Widdall as both Hal’s 
?s and Henry's allies and enemies. McLenigan 
Poins in a scheme to humiliate Falstaff, and as 
ior Douglas. Kane's Hotspur is saved from all 
i amusing, affecting scenes with his neglected wife 



significant miscalculate 



doubling Pryor as Henry 
's competing spiritual 
fathers, but its obviousness offers little while its execution sac- 
rifices much. Pryor’s smart, fiery king is overshadowed by his 
ridiculous Falstaff fat suit, which seems to be the only character- 
ization the actorand director attempt: Its back fat-mounds are 
distractingly false, as is the thin man’s head poking out the top and 
the skinny legs holding it up. He j ust doesn’t move like a man of 
FalstafFs famous girth and appetite. An actor devoted to Falstaff, 
one of Shakespeare’s funniest diameters, would make both 
Falstaff and Pryor's Henry more significant and genuine. 

Still, McMahon and co.’s efforts make exciting theater of a play 
that dares to juxtapose a brutal battle (sword-clanging by fight 
director J. Alex Cordaro) and Fa lstaffian slapstick in its climax, 
revealing the history plays’ seldom-seen potential. Through May 
2, $27-$35, Lantern Theater Co., 923Ludlow St., 215-829-0395, 
lanterntheater.org 

-Mark Cotta 

► RISE AND SHINE 

Few things gladden a critic's heart more than seeing admired 
artists exceed even their own best work. That’s predsely what’s 
happening at Theatre Exile, where director Matt Pfeiffer and 
some marvelous actors bring a near-perfect combination of sim- 
plicity and breathtaking assurance to Conor McPherson’s haunt- 
ing play. Shining City. This is great theater. 

But come prepared: Onstage you’ll find four characters and 
two boxes of Kleenex, a fair measure of the deeply sad world 
McPherson offers up. In the drabbest imaginable room in Dublin, 
John and Ian meet for psychotherapy sessions. John, the patient, 
is a voluble man in his late 40s whose wife recently died in a hor- 
rific car accident. He wasn’t there, but he’s shattered by feelings 
of guilt — and the sense that his wife’s ghost is still with him. Ian 
is the therapist here, but his life has a difficult history of its own. 
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induding a failing marriage and a not-entirelv-seamless transi- 
tion from his former life as a priest to this new career. 

McPherson, a born storyteller, is especially adroit at working in 
miniature, and the power of Shining City lies in the details. This 
isn’t a barnstorming play; the revelations aren’t surprises but 
rather the exposure of inevitable human frailty. Tb be fair, much 
of this emotional landscape is familiar territory in Irish drama 
(though we should all be grateful that alcohol makes only a 
cameo appearance). 

But what heartrending, astonishing skill is here in the 
delivery. Watch Scott Greer as John when he talks about the 
expensive coat he bought for his wife, and a mundane story 
becomes monumental. 
Greer's emotional engage- 
ment and his command of 
McPherson’s halting lan- 
guage are so absolute that 
he seems to be discovering 
every word for the first 
time. It’s an unforgettable 
performance. In the less 
virtu as ic role of Ian, William Zielinksi is equally fine — com- 
pletely and appropriately devoid of glamour, extraordinary in his 
ordinariness. Genevieve Perrier and Keith Connallen fill out the 
cast — their roles are smaller, but their subtle, nuanced perfor- 
mances are full-scale. 

Guiding all of this is Matt Pfeiffer's masterful direction 
— even the transitions between scenes are as eloquent here as 
McPherson's monologues.The designs (set and sound by Jorge 
Cousineau, costumes by Alison Roberts, lights by Thom Weaver) 
unerringly complement the tone. Sh ining City is a brilliant, power- 
ful, not-to-be-missed event Through April 25, $25-$30. Plays & 
Players Theater, 1714 Delancey St., 215-218-4022, theatreexile.org. 



Appropri- 
ately devoid 
of glamour, 
extraordi- 
nary in his 
ordinariness. 







LE BAR LYONNAIS 



PLATEAU 

DE FROMAGES- 15./ 25. 
DECHARCUTERiES-15. 

SALADES 



bistro redux 

LES ENTRIES 

Steak Tartare,Gaufrette Potato -14. 



POISSONS 

Pan Seared Diver Scallop, 
Pancetta Piperade -21. 



Cassolette of Snails, 

Hazelnut Champagne & Garlic Butter Sauce -1 3. 



Chadham Bay Codjomato Compote, 
Haricots Verts -19. 



Chilled Braised Lentils, 
Smoked Magret Duck Breast 10. 

Arugula Salad, Pickled Vegetables, 
Chamomile Vinaigrette - 10, 

Salade Lyonnais 
Frisee.Lardon, Crisp Bacon, 
Poached Egg -11. 

pAtes fraiches 

Mushroom Ravioli, Ivory Sauce -12. 



Field Rabbit Terrine with House Made Jam -1 1. 



VIANDE5 



PateenCroute 

Duck and Foie Gras , Dijon, Cornlchons -14. 



Roasted Veal Liver, 
Caramelized Cippolini Onion, 
Fingerling Potato, Raspberry -1 7. 



Half Dozen Fresh Oysters, 

Red Wine Vinegar Mignonette - MP 



Belvedere Steak, Garlic Mustard Jus - 20. 



Our Signature Crab Cake, 

Whole Grain Mustard Sauce, Haricots Verts -1 3. 



IDoz. Prime Strip Steak, 
Green Peppercorn Cognac Jus, 
Olive Oil Pommes Puree -31. 



Hudson Valley Foie Gras, 
Rhubarb, French Toast -19. 



Roasted Chicken Breast with Stuffed Leg, 
Pommes Puree, Spring Bean 20. 




Fresh Tagliatelle, Pancetta, Fresh Egg -1 1. 









STREET PHILADELPHIA 



Pommes Frites 
Trio of Dipping Sauces -5. 



Saumon Fume - 11. 



REDUX BURGER 
Caramelized Onion Purle, 

Cherry Tomato Confiture, Pommes Frites -14. 
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Do you or does someone you 
know have symptoms of 
severe depression including 
depressed feelings, low 
energy and guilt? 



2-75 years old and be experiencing the following 
symptoms: depressed mood or sadness, loss of 
iteiest or pleasure in things you normally enjoy, 



uud. PhOudelphin, PA 19 I t I 



Belmont 

Behavioral Health 



What 
Is Your 
Risk of 
Disease? 

The University of Pennsylvania 
is recruiting volunteers for the 
Triumphant Living Collaborative 
Program. This research study 
is an opportunity tor African 
American men and women to 
learn about the impact of health 
behaviors on < 



If you are age 18 or older 
and live in Philadelphia, 
call to learn more about 
the study and to find out 
if you are eligible. 



215-746-7281 

™ Penn Medicine 



- A PERFECT CIRCLE 

Ten years ago, Jeanne Ruddy performed her solo 
Significant Soil at the Wilma. She was a newcom- 
er, former Martha Graham principal dancer and 
cancer survivor. Ruddy appeared by herself on the 
stage, surrounded by nothing but looping trans- 
lucent tubing. She moved in and out of the mortal 
coil, reaching a place of renewal. 

A decade later, -Sol/ has expanded into a full com- 
pany production. At openingnight of the choreogra- 
phers Decade of Dance retrospective — appro- 
priately, back at the W ilma — Janet Pill a took on 
Ruddy’s famous solo. Red -cl ad dancers weaved in 
and out of red fabric stretched across the stage as a 
Philip Glass violin concerto soared above, conjuring 
notions of fading fear and emergingopportunity. 

Ruddy’s work retains some of Graham’s high 
drama, although she looks not to Greek legends 
but to newspapers for inspiration. Following Soil, 
2008’s superb Breathless uses dance to explore 
actual domestic violence cases. Black-and-white 
video provided the backdrop as, one by one, female 
dancers were dispatched to wateiy graves. Images 
of women floating amid seaweed, distorted by rip- 
pling water, were projected behind them. 

Ruddy closed with her cheerful 2009 Lark. 



Bathed in golden light, five danc- 
ers connected and frolicked to 
Ellen Fishman-Johnson’s jaunty 
score while their shadowimages 
flickered in step. In one lovely 
sequence, each stood balanced on 
one leg, the other liftingupward 
at the knee, recalling a small 
flock of beautiful flamingos. 

With her sure dance eye. 
Ruddy has formed a troupe of 
the city’s best independent danc- 
ers: Pilla has been with Ruddy 
from the start, bringing her own 
Jose Limrin modern dance train- 
ing; Christine Taylor learned 
Graham technique from Ruddy 
as a college undergraduate ; Rick 
Callender, who also performs 
with Miro and BalletX, has out- 
standing stage presence; and 
Ian Dodge, impish and well-bal- 
anced, is terrific. All 10 dancers 
deserve individual acknowledg- 
ment — but none more than the 
woman at the helm. Thu., April 
8, Wilma Theater. 



ANNENBERG CENTER Jj 




Rasta Thomas' 

Bad Boys of Dance 

APB 15 - 17* 

Rasta Thomas warts to show you that men can dance. His 
troupe, Bed Bovs ol Dance, feat-ires the most versatile nvte 
dancers on the pi 
So You Think You Can Dance' 






The Acting Company 
lV The Guthrie Theater 
Romeo and Juliet 



APR 20 - 24 



sooeotM WHYtJ 



TICKETS START AT S20! 

Amenberg Center for the Performing Arts 

21 5.898.3900 | AnhenbergCenler.org 



DON’T 

STOP 

BELIEVIN’ 

IS THE BEST. TIME TO PROVE IT. 



CHECK OUT 

CITYPAPER.NET/KARAOKE 

FOR ALL YOUR 
KARAOKE NEEDS 
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► visual art 

+ JOHN HABERLE 




The history of art is full of instances of govern- 
ment censorship, butfor John Haberle, the problem 
wasn’t work that offended the sensibilities of the 
powers-that-be — it was simply that his depic- 
tions of currency were a little too realistic for the 
tastes of theSecret Service. Haberle's trompe I'oeil 
paintings are wonderfully detailed and often witty 
—his Tom /nrransrf(pictured)isatacky landscape 
painting, exposed by its brown-paper packaging; 
A Bachelor’s Drawer looks down upon a collection 
of playing cards, risque photos, spare cash and a 
pamphlet titled “HowTo Name Baby." Bom in New 
Havenin1856. Haberle wasf creed to cuthis career 
short in the early part of the new century when his 
own eyes were fooled by fading vision — which 
presumably also ended any counterfeiting threats 
to his country. 




April 1 7- July 11. SI 0. Brandywine River Museum. U S Route 
1, ChaddsFord, 610-388-2700. Orandyidnemuseum.org. 



► musical 

+ ROOMS: A ROCK ROMANCE 

The theater-bound rock 
musical is the slipperiest 
of slopes. Hit it too hard 
and it sounds like Meat 
Loaf. Hit it too soft and it's 
Rent Neverfear 1 1th Hour 
Theatre Co.'s production 
of Rooms is solid in the 
hands of Philadelphia’s Michael Philip O’Brien (the 
company's producing artistic director) and actor 
A\exKe\per [Little Shop of Horrors, TheRockTenoi). 
Leaping from 70s Glasgow to London to NYC, the 
story finds an ambitious chanteuse and a reclusive 
old rocker getting involved both romantically and 
aesthetically. It’s not wimpy like Once, nor silly like 
Wordsand Music, yet writer/Scottish musician Paul 
Scott Goodman certainly bonows the yearning ideal- 
ism that made those stories magical. 

— A.D.Amorosi 



Through May 2, S24-S27. Prnce Music Theater. Inde- 
pendence Studio. 141 2 Chestnut St . 267-987-9885, 
1 lthhourtheatrecompany.org. 



► theater 

+ SICK 

The Krebses aren't well in Luna Th eaterCo. 's Philly 
preml&reof Zayd Dohm's &<*. Maxine Krebs (Sally 
Mercer) wears a protective mask and holds her 
teenage children (Bethany Ditnes and Michael To- 
masetti) captive intheiranfiseptic white- on-white 
townhouse. Do they really sufferfrom MCS (M ultiple 
Chemical Sensitivity), an aversion to the modem 
world’s impurities, or isitall in their heads? Husband 
Sidney (David Hutchman) brings an outsider (Gregg 
Pica) home to test and tempt his children, setting 
up an explosive showdown with Maxine. Dohrn’s 
script a reaction to 9/11 and communicable-disease 
scares ii ke SARS and swine flu . makes these issu es 
intensely peisonal. 

—Mark Cotta 



Through May 2 S25 -S35. Walnut Street Theatre Studio 5. 
825 Walnut St., 868-81 1-4111, lunatheater.org. 



► dance 

+ BAD BOYS OF DANCE 




has an eclectic background that ranges from ballet 
to Broadway. His troupe mixes those styles up with 
hip-hop, jazz andeven capoeira; their soundtrack is 
pop-heavy— think U2, Prince and Michael Jackson. 
High falutin’, deep-thinkin’ dance aficionados, be- 
ware: This show is all showbiz. 

—Deni Kasrel 



Thu. -Sat., April 15- 17. S24-S48.Annent>erg Center. 3680 
Walnut St 215-898-3900annentiergcenter.org, 



► dance 

+ BALLETX 

Christine Cox hasn't danced on stage for more than 
twoyeara, but she's had her hands full. BalletX's co- 
artistic director/new m cm steps outfor her company S 
fresh spring program. "[I'm] back at the ballet barre 
and icing my ankles," says Cox, who'll dance with Tara 
Keating in Carry Me a duet created by Monica Favand 
andSCRAP Performance Group’s Myra Bazell. Inaddi- 
tion to works from ThangDaoandUArtsgrad Lauren 
Putty. Cox will also showcase her own choreography 
in the Mozart-meets-electro- tango XorY. “The music 
inspired the movement," she says. "One composer 
is a master; theotherS finding his way." 

— Janet Anderson 



Through April 18. S 30. Wilma Theater. 265 Broad St., 215- 
546-7824, ballets.org. 











To enter for a chance to win screening tickets for 
two text OPERATIVE with your ZIP CODE to 43549 
(Example OPERATIVE 19103) 



K World ?roal- 
Ibe battl. bat 



lEWigttlae conflict** 
■MKf of Billion*. • 



theatre e^ile 

Shinmg City 

by Conor McPherson 

Apr 7-Apr 25 

Plays & Players Theatre 

i 7 1 4 Defancev St 

215.218,4022 

theatreexile.or: 



Invites you and a guest to attend 
an advance screening 
on Tuesday, April 20 at a 
Center City Philadelphia theater 




[ music picks ] 



arts & entertainment 



Amici Opera Company 


■ XDO \JM 

■1 ' TODAY 


VERDI'S 


WHAT ARE 


FALSTAFF 


you 


St. Nicholas Hall 
910 Pierce St. 
Phila, PA 19148 

SUN. 

APRIL 25, 2010 

3:00PM 


uu 

MISSING 
OUT ON 

TODAY? 

ONLY AT CITYPAPER.NET/ffDO_IT_TODAY 


215-224-0257 




/ a M J. degree and 
' certificate programs 

— endless possibilities 

APPLY NOW FOR SUMMER 2010 

* More than 70 degree and certificate programs 

* Small class sizes and individualized attention 

* Excellent student support services 

* Intercollegiate athletics and more than 40 student 
clubs and organizations 

* Multiple locations throughout Philadelphia 



Your path to a bachelor's degree 

With Dual Admissions and transfer agreements, smoothly 
transition to a four-year college or university 

Financing your education 

Access to financial aid and scholarship resources to help 
you pay for college 



Community 

College 

^Philadelphia 

www.ccp.edu 



► rock/pop 



► classical 



+ THE FEELIES 




accorded to plenty oftheirdass-of-’80 post -punk 
peers (Gang of Four. Joy Division. Talking Heads, PiL), 
but lately they've started getting their due. Following 
a few tentative returns to the stage In 2008 (even 
In Its heyday, shows were notoriously Infrequent, 
often on holidays). Bar/None reissued their early 
albums last fall, most notably the landmark debut 
Crazy Rhythms, nearly 30 years after its initial re- 
lease and 20 since its most recent CD pressing. 
But its nogreat surprise that TheFeelies’ influence 
(and acknowledgement) should come about in a 
somewhat indirect fashion: The Jerseyites have al- 
ways beatena singular, laconically qui rky path . from 
their understated, un-punkish button-down visual 
sense totheirunmistakable musicalapproach— a 
dean.hyper-precisetwin-guitarfrontline. playful yet 
powerfully insistent percussion parts and plenty of 
Beatles covers, coalescing in a hypnotical ly simple, 
stripped- downtrance-rockthatswellsfrommedita- 
tive drones to frantic, jittery abandon . 

— k.Ross Hallman 



Sat, April 1 7. 8p.m. S24-S34, World Cal » Live. 3025 
Walnut St., 215-222- 1400, norldcalelive.com . 

► rock/pop 

+ F0LCHEN 

What's more obnoxiously 
pretentiousthan convolut- 
ed conceptual rock-opera 
backstories? Convoluted 
conceptual backstories 
you don't both erto explain 
to anybody. Arty LA up- 
starts Fol Chen seem tobe 
attempting some kindof next-level mindfunk with 
their shadowy non-identities, fugly cover art and 
Inscrutable dystopian liner- note letters. But I've got a 
better idea: Ignore it and just listen to thei r glammy, 
genre-jumping indie-disco funk -pop Instead. It's 
twitchyand catchy and thedime-a-dozen Prince/ 
Bowie comparisons are surprisingly relevant. Plus 
you can usually dance to it 

— K.Ross Hoffman 




+ PIFFAR0 




Fri, April IB. 8 pm, St. Marks Churth, IB25LocustSt. Sat, 
April 17, 8p.m., Presbyterian Church ot Chestnut Hll, 8855 
Germantown Are., SI5-S35, 21 5-235-8469, pHtaro.com. 

► rock/experimental 

+ RADIO MASSACRE 
INTERNATIONAL 

“Space Rock" conjures 
Images of knob-twiddling 
excesses — long, amor- 
phous drones punctuated 
by the occasional blip and 
bleep, a Pink Floyd (Syd 
years, natch) beat some- 
time rising from the haze. 

And, well, that isn’t too unfair a description of Radio 
Massacre International. But compared to somany of 
their peers, who are merely the musical equivalent 
of stoners lying on the hoods of their cars, staring In 
dumbstruck awe atthe vastnessof tall, the British trio 
play with the precision and intellect d astrophysicists. 

not like some transmission beamed from what Sun 
Ra used to call “somewherethere." 

—Shaun Brady 



Sat , April 1 7. 8 p.m. S 15. St Mary S Hamilton \Mage, 33 16 
Locust Walk, 800-965-4827, thegalherimis.org. 




► experimental 

+ K0NK PACK 

Composer/multi-instrumentafistTim Hodgkinson’s 
legacy of experimental quirk would be cemented 
if he had left off after co-founding Henry Cow with 
Cambridge classmate Fred Frith in the late '60s. 
But his work in the decades since has followed an 
equally eccentric path through free improvisation, 
prog rock, newmusic and whatever else doesn't quite 
fit. Formed in 1997. Konk Packisan improvisingtrio 
featuring Hodgklnson on tabletop guitar, electronics 
and clarinet. Thomas Lehn on analogue synth. and 
Roger Turner scraping and banging on drums. 

— Shaun Brady 



Fri.April 16, 8p.m.,SI2.wihUars First llnitarianChurch, Thu. April 15,8p.m.. free. Botmda. 4014 Walnut St. 
2125 ChestnutSt, 877-435-9849, r5productions.com. arsnovaworkshop.com. 
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arts & entertainment 



CLEAVER’S WAY 

Ohio's little Wussy takes on the big mysteries. 

By Michael Pelusi 

C huck Cleaver is a burly, 50-year-old stonemason living in 
the Cincinnati area. He used to be the lead singer of the 
Ass Fbnys, who scored a deal with A&M Records during the 
post-Nirvana frenzy of the '90s, yielding the minor modem-rock hit 
“Little Bastard." 

Nowadays Cleaver is in a band called Wussy. They mostly play in 
Ohio. They release their albums through the tiny Shake It Records, 
operated out of the Cincinnati record store of the same name. 

But Wussy is not a group of weekend warriors. It’s one of the best 
bands in America right now. 

Over the course of three albums —Funeral Dress (2006), Left for 
Dead (2007 ) and Wussy (2009) — Wussy has revitalized scrappy, 
catchy indie rock. They effortlessly blend guitar-jangle, noise-pop, 
weird Americana and bar-band brawn. 

Cleaver and his co-frontperson and erstwhile romantic partner, 
Lisa Walker, write amazing songs about life, love, sex, infidelity, 
nature, God and death. 

"Her songs tend to be a little more mysterious,” Cleaver says over 
the phone. "My stuff tends to be a tiny bit more literal." 

A lyric by Walker, like in "Gone Missing,” will begin like this: “We 
met the other day on the catapult/ When they threw us to the dogs, 
you were at my throat.” Cleaver will start his tales with something 
like the opening ofThis Will Not End Well”: "Mother-daughter 
banquet at the Bethel Baptist Church/You forgot her. That was 
bad, but I did something worse.” 



When they sing together, 
it's weirdly harmonious. Tm 
not tone-deaf but I live right 
next door,” says Cleaver, whose 
Midwestern drawl contains a 
sardonic world-weariness. “I 
taught her how to sing like shit, 
und she taught me how to sing a 
lot better." 

The band — Cleaver, Walker, 
bassist/utility playerMark 
Messerly and drummer Joe 
Klug — has garnered raves from 
Rolling Stone, Spin , NPR and 
others. Critics try to do the math: Just how much ofthese pained, 
tumultuous scenarios are an accurate description of Cleaver and 
Walker's on-off-on-off relationship? 

“If Lisa and I would’ve lived through everything we write about, 
we’d be dead,” Cleaver says. Maybe he's thinking of ‘What’s-His- 
Name” from Left for Dead. It begins with Cleaver seemingly con- 
templating castration, and ends with Walker threatening to drive 
“you and me and What's-His-Name"rightinto the river. 

The band members can’t quit their day jobs yet It's hard for 
diem to afford extensive tours. But as Cleaver told a friend recent- 
ly after a show, "I would rather be lugging these amps out of thiB 
tucking shitty club at 2 in the morning than be at home watching 
a rerun of Project R unway. I would rather be out there and doing it 
than not doingit at all.” 

(m _pelusi@citypaper.net) 

+Wusirv plays Thu., April IB, 9 pm., $7, with The Fervor, Making Ten Is, 
Meddlesome Meddlesome Meddlesome Belts and Boutros, The Fine, 412W. 




+ ONETRACKMIND 

► TITUS ANDR0NICUS 3 

“A More Perfect Union' 

The Mon ilor. thesopho- | “ 

more album from Glen [ 1 ^ | 

Rock, N J. S TitusAndron- L s 

icus (playing The Barbary S 

April 15), is the early fev- Kfl f a 

orite for mostfrantically L s 

intense of the decade, and Dirty Jerz and the | 
Civil War are its muses. The seven- minutes-plus 
opening track kicks off with that Lincoln quote 
about living forever or dying by suicide, takes 
the pissonSpringsteen's"BomtoRun,” riffson 
Billy BraggS "New England, 'exhorts us to“rally 
around theflag" to guitars as bagpipes, and 
closes with a quote from Wiliam Uoyd Garrison. 

In other words, “A More Perfect Union .' a song 
whichfancies New Jersey as thesetbngfor its 
own little civil war.setsthebar impossibly high, 
and yet it's a bar the band h urdles repeated ly 
and defiantly over the course of 60 anthem- 
packed minutes on what very well could be 
the indierock album of the year. 

— Brian Howard 



ARTUNLEASHED 

Q A BENEFIT FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF THE ARTS 




AN ART EXHIBITION AND SALE FEATURING WORK BY STUDENT ARTISTS, 
FACULTY AND RECENT ALUMNI. PROCEEDS FROM ARTUNLEASHED BENEFIT 
THE SAM S. MCKEEL PROMISING YOUNG ARTISTS SCHOLARSHIP FUND. 



PREVIEW PARTY 
THURSDAY. APRIL 22, 2010 

5- 9 PM ADMISSION CHARGE 



PUBLIC SALE 

FRIDAY, APRIL 23. 2010 

12 NOON - 8 PM FREE ADMISSION 

SATURDAY. APRIL 24. 2010 

1-5 PM FREE ADMISSION 



HAMILTON HALL, 320 SOUTH BROAD STREET, PHILADELPHIA 
FOR MORE INFO VISIT my.uar1s.edu/artsale/ 

FOR SPONSORSHIP INFO, CONTACT 215.717.6145 OR KJ0HNS0N@UARTS.EDU 



entevu BUSKS 

, E— H 




Si presents 



FRIDAY, APRIL 16.6:00 P.M. 




BRAVE 
TESTIMONY 

celebrating poetry of the African Diaspora 
featuring 

Joshua Bennett - Performance Poet 

Joshua Bennett is currently aseniorat the University of Pennsylvania, 

ever to hit the finals stage at the Individual World Poetry Slam, Joshua 
HBO's Brave N cw Voicerya Ltiondtra pw^ot^titi™ Jrahm 

Tyson, in the ESPN documentary, One Night in Vcgas(July2009), 

“Vanguard,'apocm about Russell Simmons’cffcct on hip- hop culture, 
at the NAACP Image Awatds (February 2009), "Dctrk k, "a poem about mentorship in Wfcst Philadelphia, 
alongside former U. S. fttet Laureates BillyCollins and Rita Dove, at the Institute for Advanced Study (August 
2009), "llltraviolet.'apocm about environmental racism, at the Sundance Film Festival (January 2009),and 
'Tamara's Opus,'apocm about his own struggle tocommunicatc with his deaf sister, which he performed at 
President Obama's evening of poetty and music at the White House. In addition toperforming his poetry. 
Joshua recently published jesus Riding Shotgun, a collection of autobiographical poems. Recently awanled 
a Marshall Scholarship to cam a Masters of Arts in Theatre and Performance Studies from the University 
of Warwick next tear, Joshua plans on pursuing a PhD after his time abroad. He hails from Yonkers, NY. 
Shoutout to Brooklyn. 



TH E ROTUNDA. 40th and Walnut Streets Isrsti, THE BRIDGE: Cinmw dr Ins) 
Co-presented with tlte Rotunda * FREE and OPEN to the Public 
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THIS IS 

ONE SAD FAMILY 



STARTS FRIDAY APRIL 16 



CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR 
THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES 



movi ©shorts 

FILMS ARE GRADED BY CITY PAPER CRITICS A-F. 




+ NEW 

DEATH ATAFUNERAL 

A haiku: A remake of Lhe 

Bril, film of the same name. Now 

with racial tension! (Not reviewed) IUA Riverview; UA 

691 h St) 

THE EXPLODING GIRL I A- 

Sce Sam Adams' review on p. 23. (RUzat the Bourse) 

THE JONESES I C- 

like the ideal family — gorgeous, stylish parents (David 
Duchovny and Demi Moore), picture-perfect kids (Ben 
Holli ngsworlh and Amber Heard) — but that's because 
they've been planned that way. The Joneses are. in fact, 
not a family at all, but a guerrilla marketing campaign 
brought to life, equipped with the latest fashions, gourmet 
microwave foods and techno-toys, all primed to make the 

assembles an enticing package, but as soon as the pitch 
is made, he engages in a fatal bait-and-switch. Halfway 
in, the film suddenly strives for grand tragedy, burdening 
each member of the faux-family with soap opera secrets 
anddefanging the satirical bite inherent in its premise. 
Duchovny and Moore are perfectly cast as the couple-w be- 
came- with-the-picture frame brought to life, he all bored, 
insinuating charm, she the aggressively stylish object of 
dagger-eyed envy by everyone in the local book club. His 
pangs of guilt and her uneasy ambition, however, let them 
off the hook, reserving condemnation far their corporate 
minders. —Shaun Brady (Rilz East) 



KICK-ASS | Be 

See Drew Lazar's review on p. 24. (UA Grant ; UA Riverview; 
UA 69th St.) 

THE PERFECT GAME 

A haiku: A heartwarming tale 
about kids and sports?The Bad 
News Bears all vomit. (Not reviewed) <U A Riverview) 

THE WARLORDS I B 

When General Pang Qingyun (Jet Li) first appears in 

rounded by carnage — limbs, heads and bloody bodies 
— following an apparently arduous battle against the 
Ho Army, during theTaiping Rebellion in 1860s China. 
He survived, he confesses tearfully to Lian (Xu Jinglei), 
by playing dead. His display of vulnerability is short- 
lived, however, as he soon dedicates himself to revenge, 
and goes about soliciting Lian's lover, Er-Hu ( Andy Lau. 
House of Flying Daggers ) to commit to the cause as well. 
It happens that Er-Hu and his closest friend Wu- Yang 
(Takeshi Kaneshiro, Red Cliff) lead a band of bandits, all 
of whom throw in with Pang, who convinces them that 
fighting and killing for the government pays better than 
their usual freelancing. Though Pang is a cagey leader, 
the war-making is wearing and the psychic costs dread- 
ful. Wu- Yang’s narration reveals that Pang's self-styled 

drawi ngaome perverse parallels between emotional and 

of course, and Li is very effective in all modes. — Cindy 
Fuchs (Ritz at the Bourse) 



+ CONTINUING 

ALICE IN WONDERLAND IC- 



On paper, Tim Burton and Lewis 
Carroll's classic texts shouldn't be 
this mismatched. Cinema's current 




take the lime to breathe in all of 

considering Burton created a Won- 
derland that deserves exploration. 
Unlike so many directors. Burton 
can dream up his own world out of 

purgatory of Beetlejuice, the plastic 
suburbia of Edward Scissorhands). 
Yet in Alice in Wonderland, he's given 
all the tools that CGI allows and 
never lets us have a peek at what's 
over there, just out of sight. Hie story 
is a mash-up of sorts of Alice'sAdven- 
lures in Wonderland and Through the 
Looking Glass ( plus a touch of daddy 
issues), with a now -nubile Alice (Mia 
Wasikowska) falling down the rabbit 

She meets familiar (to us. anyway) 
faces who tell Alice that the purpose 
of her return is to wrestle the crown 
from thehumongous-headed Red 
Queen (Helena Bonham Carter) by 
defeating the vicious Jabberwocky, 
so that her sis, the White Queen 
(AnneHathaway), can reclaim her 
rightful place as ruler. Along the way 
Alice meets the Mad Hatter (Johnny 
Depp), whose accent switches from 
Ed Wood to Willi am Wallace depend- 
ing on his mood and has little do 
other than creepily leer at our hero- 

Woolverton rush through the story, 
from chase sequence to poorly staged 
epic battle. As a kids-geared. big- 
entry into an auteur’s iilmography, 
it's disappointing. In the end, Alice 
feels like an excuse tosell Happy 
Meal toys. — Molly Eichel (Bridge; 
Pearl; UA Grant; UA Main St.; UA 
River view; UA 69th St.) 

CLASH OF THE TITANS |C- 

Blockbuster seasons kicks ofTwith 
Louis Le terrier’s remake of the 1981 
camp classic, known more for Ray 
Harryhausen's stop-motion special 
effects than anything else. The re- 
vamped Clash of the Titans appropri- 
ates the main characters — demigod 
Perseus (Avatar' s Sam Worthington) 
must defeat the monstrous Kraken to 
save the d ty of Argos and its pri nceas 
Andromeda (Alexa Davalosl and 
stops only occasionally t o wink and 
nodat the original (hey! Leave Bubo 
alone! ). In between the innumerable 
barbaric yawps there are some sweet- 



own vignette, but the movie is paced 
so quickly there’s little chance of 
actually takingin the beasts, and not 
much else in the way of plot between 
them. -M.E. (Pearl; Bridge; UA 
Grant; UA Main SL; UA Riverview; 
UA 69th St.) 

CITY ISLAND | D 

The film opens, in fact, with Vince 

reveal his “secret of secrets" — and it 
won't be the last. City Island may be 

fishing village on the outskirts of 
the Bronx, but it unfolds with all the 
subtlety of a Bronx cheer. It is an 
Oodipal comedy of errors predicated 

level of misunderstanding unrealistic 
outside of the most contrived sitcom 
situations. — S.B. (Ritz at the Bourse) 



DATE NIGHT I B- 
Playing a bored suburban couple 
out to spice up their marriage, Steve 
Carell and Tina Fey seem like a 
perfect match. The two are undoubt- 
edly the two smartest comedians on 

writing credits. Theirhook-up was 

whose specialty is overwhelming 
gifted comedians with action and 
noise ( The Pink Panther, both Night 
at the Museum films). Fortunately, 
while gunplay and car chases abound, 
the director never diverts his focus 
for too long from his leads and their 
interplay, much of which seems to 
have been significantly improvised. 
As in Woody Allen's Man liattan 
Murder Mystery, a couple’s missing 
spark is replenished by life-threaten- 
ing circumstances, here instigated by 



a case of mistaken identi ty cribbed 
bom North By Northwest. While their 
characters are stock dorks-out-of- 
waler. Fey and Carell are on familiar 
enough turf to endow them with wit 
and just enough diluted passion to 
make theirmarriage seem worth 
saving. They're especially good when 
confronted by a host of game guest 
stars, including Mark Wahlberg ns a 
perennially shirtless security expert 

reservation causes all the trouble. 

All involved are above the no-brainer 

engaging fashion. — S.B. (Pearl; UA 
Grant; UA Riverview; UA 69th St.) 

THE ECLIPSE | B 

Playwright Conor McPherson's 
third feature is part ghost story, 

observation. That's not to say Michael 



movie shorts ] 



(Ciardn Hinds )Ls especially atten- j 

live to his young children (Hannah jr 

Lynch and Eannn Hardwirin'): He's “ 

feeling haunted by a ghost of someune H 
not-yot-dead ( specifically, his angry ■■ 

stuck away in a nursing home). More « 
acutely, Michael is still mounting the a 
recent loss ofhis wife to cancer. Vol- ^ 

unteering for the Cobh literary club o 

in County Cork, Ireland, he meets 
acoupleofwriters.arrogant and £ 

entitled Nicholas (played by Aiden U 

Lena! High Fidelity 1 s Iben Hjejle). It 
happens that Lena is also interested 
in ghosts, and so they very tentati vely 
initiate a friendship, maybe leaning 
in to something else. The story lurches 
a bit: A couple ofjump-scares are sue- 




“KICK- ASS IS A 
ROARING BLAST OF 
RUDE ENERGY!" 



"THIS MOVIE 
KICKS ASS! 

SO HIIAMOIJSLY 
(IPS RIGHT! 



kkkirk! 
THOROUGHLY 
OUTRAGEOUS UNO 
' VERY TUNNY r 



NEVER A 



ULL MOMENT! 



THE ACTION 



SEQUENCES 
]RE BEYOND 



BELIEF! 



"A MUST- 
SEE!” 



MOV E WE’VE BEEN 



STAKES FRIDAY, APRIL IB! 

FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS 



"A POTENT MIX. 

Epic in scope but intimate in theme. 'Warlords' heaves with spectacular 
battles. Jet Li delivers a magnificently shaded performance.’ 



“JET LI IS UNFORGETTABLE. 

A sweeping saga in which the scale of the combat is massive. 



AN IMPRESSIVELY GARGANTUAN, 

highly watchablc Chinese battle epic." 






Stay up to date on al thngs entertament ii PMadety'a! 

I Become a fan of 43>i»Pliily on Faceboofc inj Man 43tiiPhily mi Twitter. 



mother, whom he's keen to fob off so 
he can split for the August holi day. 
After a nagging ailment flares up, Di 
Grtgario finds himsel fin charge of 
his doctor's mother, as well, running 
an ad hoc summer home for spirited 
golden-age rs. At less than an hour 
and a quarter. Mid - August Lunch 
is fleeting and almost purposefully 
slight, devoted to the intangible plea- 

the contentious kind. The old women 
quarrel overTV privileges and frus- 
trate Di Gregorio's attempt to enforce 
a restricted diet, which eschews 



[ movie shorts | 



“EXCELLENT. A ZEITGEIST FILM!” 

“Sharp, timely and 
very funny... an ingenious 
spin on keeping up 
with the Joneses.” 

“Demi Moore gives her best 
performance in years!" 

-Steve Ramos, BOXOfftCC 






CBS®FILMS*nd 

Back-up Plan 

is a comedy that explores 
dating, love, marriage 
and family “in reverse.” 

GO TO: WWW.GOFOBO.COM/RSVP 
ENTER CITY5EXF 
TO DOWNLOAD YOUR PASSES 

IIWMW on Tlwslav, AM 22. a«0. No MC*“ • — — — ivm- • — 
tost. tt» tin *5 rated vO-13'fcv se.tal cor 
Gt* Pater are not afegtM 
ealrp 

www.theback-upplan.com 



IN THEATERS APRIL 23! 



INVITES YOU 
AND A GUEST TO SEE 



THE 

JONESES 

Enter to win tickets at: 

www.citypaper.net 



HOTTUBTIME MACHINE IB- 

Bust you can hope for from a movie 
like Hot Tub Time Machine is acting 

a half, and that the best lines weren't 
used in the trailer. Besides the conti- 
nuity problems, HTTM falters most 
when it pursues actual storytelling 
instead ofjust making silly '80s movie 
references and blowjob jokes. But it's 
all good silly fun when the plot is kept 
barebones simple. — M.E. { Bridge ; 
Pearl; UA Grant; UAMain St; UA 
Overview) 

THELASTSONGID+ 

Despi te Miley Cyrus' invol vement 
there's no Hannah Montana here, 
just writer Ni cholas Sparks' gri nding 
formula: Southern beaches, pretty 
bodies and a life-changing death. 
Cyrus plays Ronnie, a teen you know 

bools, tarn pantyhose, and slouches. 



OPENS FRIDAY, APRIL 16 

and select area theatres 






$3 goes toward a drink c 



. Wed.. April 21, 7:30 p.m., 



movie shorts ] 



A Prophet too dosely follows the 
outlines of the up-from-the-st reels 
gangster movie to convincingly sub- 
vert it. It's a gri tty, accomplished take 
on the genre, and newcomer Rahim's 

nonetheless, falling into rote patterns 
that are only slightly disrupted by 
a brief foray into the supernatural. 
Audiard has said he believes Malik 
may represent “a new type of human 
being, "but his film doesn't follow suit. 

VINCERE I A- 

Benito Mussolini may have been 
a fascist ideologue, but Marco 
Bellocchio's Vincere suggests that he 
was also a spectacular lay. Ducking 
into an alley to escape the police, the 
young Benito ( Filippo Tirni) bumps 
up against Ida Dalser (Giovanna 
Mezzogiorno). and within minutes 
they’ve locked lips and then hips, 
their bodies writhing in near-dark- 

his bellicose philosophy splits the 
Italian socialists in two, she sells 

organ for the new movement and 
bears him a son, also named Benito. 
But Mussolini has more grandiose 
aims, and their sexual chemistry 
turns out to have little to do with 
love. Pushed asidein favor of a more 
palatable spouse, Dalser and son 
are confined to an asylum, their 
existence drowned out by the shouts 
of the mob. Vincere is hot-blooded, 
bordering on overwrought. Its images 
are indelible, if oddly romantic, as 
dangerously seductive as n Duce 
himself. — SA. (Rib Five) 



+ REPERTORY FILM 

AMBLER THEATER 

108 E. Butler Ave, Ambler, 2 15- 
345-7855, amblcrtheaterwrg. Mon 
Onclel 1958, FrannYItaly. 1 1 7 min. ): 
Joqcues Tati’s Monsieur Hulot discov- 
er he's not up to modem times while 
visiting his sister and her family's 
technically advanced home. Thu., 
April 15, 7:30 pm..S4. 75-89.75. Frida 
(2002, U.S., 123 min.): Julie Thymor 
directs Salma Hayck in her best role, 
as the Mexican artist Frida Kahlo. 
Wed., April 21. 730 pm, 84.75-89.75. 

THE BALCONY 

Trocadcro Theater. 1003 Arch Si, 215- 
922- LIVE, thetroc.com. Pulp Fiction 
(1994, U.S., 154 min.): It's the one that 
says "Bad Motherfucker" on it. Tue, 
April 20, DVD release screening of 
This Time Tomorrow at 7 pm.. 8 pm.. 



BRYN MAWR FILM INSTITUTE 

824 W. Lancaster Ave, Bryn Mown 
610-527-9898, hrynmawrfilm.org. 
Animal Houaa 1 194 1. U.S.. 119 
min.):Toga!Toga!Thu.,April 15,7:30 
p.m„ $5-89.50. Millions (2004, U.S.. 
98 min.): Danny Boyle's adorable 

of money. Sat., April 17. 11 a.m„ 
$5-$9.50. 

CINEMA 163 

35 N. LansdowneAve., Lansdowne, 
484-461- 7676, cinema 169.com. 
Garbage Dreams (2009.U.S..79 
min,): Fbllows three boys growing 
up in Cairo’s “Trash People" culture. 
Fri,April 15-Thu., April 22, 2, 7 and 9 
p.m.,$5-$730. 

COLONIAL THEATRE 

227 Bridge St., PhoenixoiUe, 610- 
91 7- 1228. thecolonialtheatre.com. 

den Planet ( 1 956, U.S., 98 min.): 
Honor Steve "Mr. Movie" Friedman. 

Fri.. April 16,7:30 p.m.. $20-825. 
Princess Bride (1987, U.S.. 97 min.): 
Make yourself a nice MLT and watch 
out for the ROUSes as you watch the 
epic love story of Buttercup and her 
farm boy. Sat., April 17, 2 pm, 84-88. 
Reid of Dreams 1 1989, US., 107 
min.): Ray Kinsella built a baseball 
field because they told him to. And 
then they came. Sun., April 17, 2 pm, 
$4-$8. Living in Oblivion 1 1995, U.S., 
90 min. ): Tom DiCillo’s meta-indie 
about the financial difficulties about 
making a film. Preceded by Sphere 
College Short Film Contest-Tue, 
April 20, 7 pm., $4-$8. 

DOWLINGS PALACE 

1310 N. Broad St., 2 15-236-9888, 

on Tiipac Shakur and Black 

tion of the murdered gangsta rapper. 
Producer Josh Potash, who also wrote 
the book the doc is based on, will be in 
attendance. Thu,April 22, 7 pm, 85. 

COUNTY THEATER 

20 E. State St., Doylestown, 215-345- 
6789, countytheater.com. Frida: See 
Ambler for more info. Mon, April 19, 
7:30 p.m, $4.75 -$9. 

FLICKERING LIGHT FILM SERIES 

Mount Airy Arte Garage, 542 Car- 
penter Lane, llickeringfilme.com. 

film program honors its best md 
brightest. Sat, April 17, 7 pm, free. 

GREATER PHILADELPHIA FILM 0FRCE 

Stein Auditorium, Nesbitt Hall, Room 



1 1 1, 32 15 Market St,, film.org. How- 

Sell: The locally born producer talks 
about his years pulling films like 
Father of the Bride and his own Os- 
car-nominated The Celluloid Closet 
onscreen. Sat, April 17, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m.,$30-$50, 

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 

Ibrahim Theater, 3701 Chestnut 
St., 215-387-5125, ihousephilly.org. 
ODDSACI 2009. US, 63 min.): See 
Julia West's piece in Agenda Picks for 
more info. Fri, April 16, 7 and 9 p.m, 
85-88. Why We Laugh! 2009, US, 

95 min. ): Reel Black presents Robert 
Townsend's doc critically tracing the 
roots and evolution ofAfrican-Ameri- 
can comedy. Tue, April 20, 7 p.m, 
85-88. 

LITTLE THEATER 

7141 Germantown Ave., 215-247- 
3020, mtairyoideolibrary.com. 
Afghan Star(20(>9, US, 87 min.): 
Follows four cont es Ian Is in an 

Afghanistan. Fri. -Sat, April 16-17, 
8pm.*,Sun, April 18, 7p.m.; $6, 
includes popcorn. 

MUGSH0TS COFFEEHOUSE AND CAFE 

2100 Fairmount Ave., 267-514-7145, 
mugshotscoffeelwuse.com. The 
Sword in the Stone ( 1963, US, 

79 min.): Arthurian legend sans the 
scandal. Fri, April 16, 7 p.m, free. 
The Wri»stter(2tm8,US„ 109 min.): 
A heartbreaking story of camaraderie 
and redemption under the guise of 
a wrestling movie. Mon, April 19, 7 
pm, free. A League of Their Own 
(1992, US, 128 min, ): Two sisters join 
the All American Pro Girls League, 

WWII.Wed.,April21,7p.m, free. 

N. 3RD 

801 N. Third St, 215-413-3666, north- 

Weekly open screening for shorts 
bring yourownVHS or DVD. Tue, 
April 20, 9 p.m, free. 

PHILADELPHIA CITY INSTITUTE 
LIBRARY 

1905 Locust SI., 215-685-6621. All 

About My Mother (1999, France/ 

in search of her dead son’s father: a 
transvestite named Lola. Wed, April 
21,2p.m., free. 

PHILADELPHIA FILM SOCIETY 

Prince Music Theater, 14 12 Chest- 
nut Si., 215-253-3699. Shadow 
of Doubt! 1943, U.S., 108 min.): 
Charlot te “Charlie” Newton's (Teresa 
Wright) Uncle Charlie (the great 
Joseph Cot ton ) may not be what 



he seems. 

86-810. 

PUFF 

Piazza at Schmidts, 1060 N. Hancock 
Si, atlhcpiazza.com . Eve's Neck- 
lace (2009. U.&. 80 min.): An all- 

threatened by past secrets (brought 
to light by othermannequins). Fri, 
April 16. dusk. free. 

SECRET CINEMA 

Chemical Heritage Foundation, 

315 Chestnut St, 215-925-2222, 

ebrating Ten Places We Want You 
To Love 1 1956, UK, 81 min.): Rare 

celebrate Andrew Jeffrey Wright and 
Thom Lessner's mural celebrating 
10 organizations that make our city 
better than all the rest. Sat, April 17, 



8 p.m, admission by donation, RSVP 2 

by lexting“LOVE” to 44 144 with the 5 
name of your favorite fra lured orga — 

ni ration, like Philadelphia Animal H 

Welfare Society (PAWS), Indie Hall. 3 

Girls Rock Philly. West Philly Tbol » 
Library, Mill Creek Farm. Mazzoni 5 

Center, Breadboard. Free Library of * 
Philadelphia, Smith Kids' Play Place o 

or Mighty Writers. “ 

WOODEN SHOE BOOKS 

704 South St., 2 15-4 13-0999, wood- f 

enshoebooks.com. From the Other ” 

Side (2002. Australia/Belgium/Fin- 
land/FYance, 99 min. ): Renowned 
filmmaker Chantal Akerman turns 
her lens to the U.STMexican bolder. 

Sun, April 18,730 pm, free. 





i 

t 










[ Your to-do list, no matter what you’re doing ] 



LOOKATTAXtime pragmatically. How bad 
can things be lor you If. onApril 1 8. Black Land- 
lord's Maxx. GPTMC's Sabrina Tamburino 
Thorne. PAWS prima donna Dana Spain and 
TIMEowner Jason Evenchik are gonna do the 
cha-cha and quick step, foolishly and willingly, 
for charity? I guarantee you’ll feel more pain for 
Maxx than you might coughing up real estate tax. If 
these Dancing with Phfladelphia Stars (at Penn's 
Landing's Hyatt Regency, benefiting the Sickle 
Cell Disease Association) are willing to be that 
uncomfortable to help others, you gotta buck up. 
►When Bradley Cooper hits Union Trust (and 
Del Frisco's and Happy Rooster) for Dark Fields 
filming starting this week, will Old City's steak- 
haus have The Mezz ready? That's U- Trust's new 
tapas-ymezzanine. ►Funny funky art-rawk with 
asoulsonic twist That's South Philly'sThe Great 
Vibration Beardos David Kisleiko Greg Diehl 
and Jeremy Blessing finished their eponymous 
CD andhitKung Fu Necktie April 16. Opening is 
Julia Rainer. South Philly’sanswerto"WhatifPJ 
Harvey and abeat-up acoustic guitar had a kid?' 

► Sounds as if ex-Uve Nation booker/managers 
Bryan DilworthandTJ. have gotten togetherto 
form a company to book stuff in the area and are 
looking for office space. When I asked Electric 
Factory's Larry Magid (last week) if Dilworth was 
working for him (like the venue’s new manager 
Mike McNally is). Magid said no. 0K.That doesn’t 
mean he's not working with him. Stay tuned. ► 
Opening Day for Ronnie Norpel s Baseball Karma 
& the Constitution Blues is Ap rl 1 1 6 with a book 
reading at Ninth Street'sConnie's Ric Rac.NorpelS 
son Adrian s Dirty Princess Three Rooms Press 
All-Stars and Fire Museum label pals Gondola. 
Crazy Dreams and Curanderos (wooly Bardo 
Pond offshoot) join so Norpel won't be so Blue. 

► Tvw ends of town have re-found their late- 
night mojo. After opening, closing, then reopening, 
Strongbox(April 7$ reopening got dosedbycops 
for overcrowding). RitRows Brett Perloff held a 
renovation/reopening April 9 with interior-istes 
Nouveau Image. Then there's the RUBA Club in 
NoLibs, which is aider new creative management 
(G.Rich Goidberg’i. and which held a party with 
mission statements for film- and science-industry 
peeps. “Build audiences for artists, organizations 
and physics through social arts-entertainment," 
readthenotes. ►When Roger Waters launches 
The W&//'s30th anniversary tour Sept. 15 (Philly 
gets it Nov. 8 and 9), he won't have A’s guitarist 
Rick DiFonzoon board, like hedid in Berlin, July 
1990. “I'd love todoTHAT again," says DiFonzo. 
“He should get in touch if only to hear the last 20 
years worth of my jokes. His were awful." 

(a_amorosi@citypaper. net) 




WRITINGS ON THE WALL 

Photographer Henry Chalfant and artist Blade 
celebrate graffiti culture with a book signing 
and a screening of Style Wars. By Emily Currier 



I sit art or is it vandalism? 

That’s the question graffiti photographer Henry Chalfant 
says he gets the most. Hell seek to answer it with collabo- 
rator Martha Cooper and New York graffiti artist Blade at 
a Q&A, screening of street art doc Style Wars and signing of 
the 25th anniversary edition of Chalfant's book Su bwayArt 
(Chronicle), which includes 70 additional photographs and a 

Though Chalfant began his career as a sculptor, he became 
fascinated with graffiti and started photographing it in the mid- 
’70s. New York City was facing financial crisis and widespread 
poverty, but youth culture flourished on brick walls and the sides 
of trains with relative impunity to punishment. “It seemed that 
something that had started out as mischief turned into real art," 
Chalfant says. With director Tbny Silver, he produced Style Wars 
to document a clash in aesthetics: graffiti artists vs. the city. 

While big corporations can flog people with their opinions 
through horizon-swallowing billboards, Chalfant argues, 



Id a venue for youth, especially 
themselves. Similar to hip-hop, it 



| “Graffiti introduced to the wc 

gave voice to people who did not have other forms of media." 

Tile centerfold of Chalfant’s Subway Ai't is a piece by Blade, the 
self-proclaimed king of graffiti. Though his work is now exhibited 
internationally, Blade fondly recalls his graffiti roots and echoes 
Chalfant's sentiment, “By the mid- '70s you have thousands 
of teens not having any trouble with each other, just running 
around the underground having fun,” he says. “Graffiti was a way 
to express your creativity because all the school programs were 
being cut at that time.” Between 1974 and 1982, Blade says he 
tagged more than 5,000 train cars. 

Want to know how he did it with- 
out ever getting arrested? Ask him 
during the Q&A with Chalfant, 
Cooper and Blade following the 
screening. Filmed during the early 
'80s, Style Wars highlights the hey- 



“Mischief 
turned into 
real art.” 



: day of graffiti and the begii 
prominent artists and seen 
from the Rock Steady Crew. But the film has i 
needs restoration. Inspired audience members . 



of hip-hop culture, featuring 
celebs like breakdancer Crazy Legs 
better days and 
encouraged to 



make donations to the Style Wars film fund and get their names 
in the credits of a rereleased edition. 

Since the event is meant to celebrate the finest of graffiti cu 1- 
ture. Blade suggests you be prepared when you get in line for the 
book signing. “Don’t bring some Sharpie," he says. “Bring me a 
silver paint marker to sign with.” 

(emily.currier@citypaper.net) 



the agenda 







queerbait 

i on the LGBTQ scene 



► QUEER VOICE 

Sound works by seven artists, Including 
Andy Warhol, RyanTrecartin and Laurie 
lerson, examine fie use ot fie "queered" 
s.Sets have been assembled to present 
the nice in a way Biatencourages viewers 
to reassess gender definition and confront 
noions of what sounds strange. Opening 
reception Thu., April 22, 6-8 pm., free, tiroughAug. t. Institute ol Contemporary 
AH 1 18S 36th St., 215-898-7108, icapttla.org. 

► HERE & NOW 



NL 



Members ot the Phiadeiphia Gay MenSCIioros warm Iheirpipestoratwo-part 
spring concert "Friends,' is an upbeat collection ot familiar lunes thatfocus on 
ftie Importance ot camaraderie. The mood switches In the second halt when 
fie songbirds 6ke on meth adSdon Making its Philadelphia debut, Through 
the Glass, Darklyis a high-energy rock opera fiat Illustrates the toll meth can 
ta keonusers and the people in fieirliies Me mbersotthe Mazzonl Center will 
ad end performances to otter guidance bthose straggling with drug dependency 
Fri., April 16,8 pm.; Sat, April 17, 2and8p.m., S20-S50, Arden Theatre Co., 
40 N. Second St., 215-731-9230, pgmc.org. 

> MR. GAY PHILADELPHIA 



This star-studded affair has garnered appearances from celebs — like Sinus' 
Frank De Caro andadorstromLogoSSs&ySteKfi Show — but the brightest 
spotlight Ison tie 1 5 contenders vying for the top prize. Creator Bruce \felksays 
while the "very pageant-y" affair allows for ho dies to impress with flieirbods 
inevening and swim wear com petitions, the deciding factor comes down to the 
thought- provoking Q&A. The fellow who wins will represent Philly when the 
nationals comes to town in November. Sat, April 17, 8pm„ S25-S60, voyeur 
Nightclub, 1221 StJamesSt, 215-735-5772, nigmitegay.com. 

tjoshua.middleton@citypaper.neti 



Have an upcoming LCBIO evenr’ Gite Men C mal tongsOOrpaper.net. 
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Custom Designs ! 
Traditional ! 
Cover • Ups ! 
Portraits ! 



7 DAYS 

115321 7 S 34 
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U621 SOUTH 4THST 



! Note 



West Chester, pa 

.142 E. Market street 



THU APRIt 15th- 7pm 

Radio 104.5 Presents 

Crash Kings 

Bloodfeathers 

FRi APRIL 16th-8pm 

Talking Heads Tribute with... 

Start Making Sense 

with Cheers Elephant 

SAT APftfl 17th -8pm 

Splintered Sunlight 
SUN APRIL 18th 1 pm 

An All Ages Event with... 

lisa Wolfs Build-A-Band Concert 

SUN APRIL 18th~7pm 

an All Ages Event with... 

The Rocket Summer 



MON APRIt 19th-7pm 

An All Ages Event with... 

Rockdale Music Showcase 

TUE APRIL 20th-7pm 

New Music Tuesday 

After 3AM 
Glen Landing-Vose 
WED APRIL 2lst-7pm 

An All Ages Event with... 
Municipal Waste 

Toxic Holocaust 
Parasytic~The Claw 

SL.LlliilLH * U21 tom Ontc. Coir*W 
lino. </!< North EM «7 tee Hue knftr. 

tmomtlioeasnomtie i *c 

.1 1 i .Ml 



1/11 1 *W OMm, sm bnu ’o tart It* 




For our Full Schedule. Tickets t Club kilo. Check Our Weft Site 

www.thenotewc.com 












KESWICK THEATRE 



EASTON RD & KESWICK AVE • GLENSIDE (PHILA). PA 




MELODY GARDOTi 



GAELIC STORM CARBON LEAF 





TaKoB J>ylAH 

m THREE LEGS 

tDn NEKO CASE ANO KELLY HOGAN 

+ mimicking Birds 



m 




radriga y gabriela 

II. I I special guest 

I I • I I ALEX SKOLNICK TRIO 






ila.Im.Pla yen present Sugu Bear 

Mill, ll'i all ho»uid by Rickey wiih 
music by DJ Quick. EvoryTiiird 
Sal, 8.12pm. *20425. Philadelphia 
ClefClub of Jan. 738 S. Broad Si .. 
215493-9912. 



+ EVENTS/ 
FESTIVALS 




+ GALLERIES 

Cvoagh Satemys; dMsb cal ire gato-/ 
torecamdaysandluas. Receotovs a-a 

IWvunk Avo., 267 -639-6070. 
IMAGES OFASPIRITUAL 
JOURNEY. Feature.-, photograph* 

through Ilia holy ruin of India. 

CERULEAN ARTS. 1355Kidf!0 
Avo., 267-5144647. SHADOWS & 
VEILS. Features paintings by Kas- 

menlaiy lo the title of the exhibits. 




> ODDSAC 

Celebrate 4/20 a tew days early with the eye-assaulting visual album 
directed by Danny Perez. The appropriately apeshft score comes courtesy ot 
everybody's favorite musical weirdos. Animal Collective . Perez is known lor 
his alien, quick-clip vldeosloracts like Love As Laughter and our own Kurt 
Wle. ODDSACis a natural progression lor the director: its Phlip Glass going 
Da horror movie after several dozen hits ol add. The breakneck speed of 
the shoe makes the scene - to -second ratio brlliantly tiled, causing viewers 
to attempt a 53-minute stnt of not blinking. But the movie doesn't come 
to International House on its own: It'S got a posse, fterez and members of 
Animal Collective will be there to help ease you into the experience. Even 
without the tiniest take, the curious ride will mdte you giddy, paranoid 
and certain thatyou understand the meaning of Die, man. Fri., April 16, 7 
and 9 p.m., $8, Ibrahim Theater at Intemabonal House, 3701 ChestnutSt, 
215-895-6555, ihousephilly.org. 

— Julia West 



[ swatch dogs and diet cokeheads ] 

> DUMPSTA PLAYERS’ PROM TRASH: MEAN GIRLS 

For many, the word "prom" conjures mas- 
cara-stained me moriesol prickly corsages, 
tacky talleta and a mound ol hair that was 
too pooty lor Its own good. Fortunately, It’s 
these nostalgic horrors that could garner 
you the crown at Dumpsta' Players' 14th 
annual Prom Trash de bade. Artistic d rector 
Ricky Paul says he expects to see a diverse 
variety ot drag performers scratching lorthech 
est queen. " Past contestants have been gay, staight. m en or worn en, ' he 
says, "It gives people achance to be something hey never could be. "This 
sear's spectacle pays homage tooir favorite mean girl flicks, so watch out 
for a pack of Heathers in the audience testing the competitors with their 
heckles, hisses and bitchy glares. Wed., April 21,11 pm., SI .99, Bob £ 
Barbara's, 1509South St, 215-545-451 1, dumpstaplayers.org. 

— Josh Middleton 




[ monumental accomplishments ] 

> ANCIENT MESSAGES FOR MODERN TIMES 

Stonehenge, the Great Pyramids theAngkorWat the Easter Island statues, 
India's temple caves, theTempleofApolloatDelphi:These ancient monu- 
ments have secret messages for us, so say theosophists, who believe that 
all religions strive to bring humanity closer to perfection. To outsiders, It 
sounds like somethingout of a Dan Brown book, but theosophy has actually 
been around since 1 875 (way longerthanSdenlology, for those counting). 
The United Lodge oflheosophists hosts this symposium, which features 
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GANDALF MURPHY 

AND THE SLAMBOVIAN 
CIR CUS PF DBEAMS 

TRANSATLANTIC 



HONOR SOCIETY 
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HOT CHIP 

■■■ MIMIRV IVES 
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= ItHE PHILADELPHIA CHORUS 

" RAQUEL GARCIA. ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 




= f /la/eu/oiico/i 

" A Concert featuring: / 

£ L g K™ lker - Tut ttnom , 



pmddffpluvi 



224 S. 15th St. 
Philadelphia, pa 19102 
215.985.9600 
goodogbar.com 




new spring , , - _ 
cocktail mMuVv 0‘S 3 

six refreshing six *lp* 

D0[lx3Ga®DQ8 

to reneui the ipirit 



happy hour. (I off all drinks sun-wed 
mcn-fri: 5-7pm sat: 4-6pm *tnthebfc* 
sun: 10pm until midnight 20% off 

'OSS, ©sms 

Aif. Afmf. 



Landmark 

AMERICANA 

www.landmarkamericana.com 



EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT 



$2 U CALL IT 

( 10 - 12 ) 

CHECK OUT PHILLYS 
NEWEST OUTSIDE BAR 

3333 MARKET ST, PHILADELPHIA 



NEW! Happy Hour 

Mon-Fri 4pm-6pm 

Vz Price 

Local Drafts 

& 

Appetizers 



ft! 



SS 7 




New Spring Cocktails! 

Serving Bnrndi Sat & Sun 1 l;30am • Spin 

Farm to table specials every weekend. 
Organic, free range & local foods from 
the farmers market right to your tabic. 

Outdoor seating now available! 



free parking on germantown avc 

open 1 1:30am - 2am 

215-9234600 r 1001 n 2nd « 

swiMniUpub.com daily pluL, pa 19123 







+ Agenda Picks 

<« continued from p age 38 

1 5-minute talks on each monument. When you think about it, is believing that 
God had a son who came back from the dead to die again for our sins really 
any less weird? Sat, April 17,11 a.m.-4:30p.m.,lree, National Constitution 
Center, 525 Arch St, 215-563-4692, ultphiladelphia.org. 

—Sam Kaplan 



[ author! author! ] 




[drink up] 

>- CHELSEA HANDLER 

In her latest memoir, Chelsea Chelsea Bang 
8ang(Grand Central), Chelsea Handler rips her 
aging father a new asshole, admits to having 
a raging tart problem and paints a much-tco- 
graphic image of her early foray Into the world 
ol obsessive masturbation (don't judge, you 
know you've been there). These are the types 
ol potty-humored antics to expect when she 
wheels her coslopus ( that's Chelsea's vag, tor the uninitiated) into Upper 
Darby to perform two standup acts with her favorite Asian, Jo Koy. If her 
skyrocketing ticket prices are beyond your budget, you can opt to see her 
for the sum of zilch at the Free Library Festival (see Mandy Bee's preview, 
above) on Sat., April 1 7, at 4 p.m , where she’ll be signing her best-selling 
book and probably throwing back a few vodka martinis for good measure. 
Sat, April, 17, 8 and 10:30 p.m.. S55-S3S.Tomr Theatre. 19S.69thSt., 
610-352-2887, lieenation.com. 

— Josh Middleton 







► TODDZOLECKI 

Todd Zolecki, the former voice of the Phillies 
for our crosstown version of the Mets (the 
Inquire r) and current Phils' scribe at mlb.com. 

Is sporting his new bonatldes as a recently 
published author. The Good. The Bad. and The 
Ugly Philadelphia Phillies.Hoart-Pounding. Ja\ 

Dropping and Gut-Wrenching Moments trom 
Philadelphia Phillies History (Triumph Books), 
published In March, rummages through the pinstripes, road grays and baby 
blues to get at the skeletons In the Phillies' kK 
the words “the ugly" and "Phillies" In I 



Ulered cap over the years. Sal., Apri/f 7. 11:30 am., tree. Borders. IS.Br 
St. 215-568-7400, borders.com. 

— TomTiballi 









HAPPY HOUR MONDAY - FRIDAY 5-7PM 



ALL YOU CAN DRINK $10 WELL DRINKS . DRAFT BEER 
FOOD SPECIALS RUN ALL NIGHT LONG! 



COMING SOON... 

SUNDAY BRUNCH WITH ALL YOU CAN DRINK MIMOSAS! 



2001 HAMILTON ST. PHILADELPHIA, PA 19130 

215 . 563.6363 



MONDAY & TUESDAY 

10 oz. BURGERS & FRIES 



WEDNESDAY 

CHEESESTEAK & FRIES 



ALL YOU CAN EAT MUSSELS AND PASTA 
...$14.95 



THURSDAY 

WING NIGHT. ..35CENT WINGS 
ALL U CAN EAT PRIME RIB & SALAD 

FRIDAY 

JAZZ NIGHT ... LIVE JAZZ 6:30-1 1pm 
BUY ONE PIZZA, GET ONE FREE 



SATURDAY 

LIVE COVER BAND ... MUSIC 5PM-12AM 
Vi BAR MENU 



SUNDAY 

BUY ONE ENTREE, GET ONE ENTREE 



No Vi 



Bar *Rfstora nte 






BEER BAR TAQUERIA 

Thursday, April 22nd 

The Earth Day Planted Pint 
giveaway with Long Trail 

Help us celebrate Earth Day with the Greenest 
Brewery around. We’ll be giving out Plants in a 
Pint glass to the most eager and early customers. 
11:30 start time. 

And. ..please be sure to join us for our NFL 
Draft Party that night! 

Watch the Phillies Here! 

s of Sly Fox Pikeland Plls, Sly Fox Phoenix 
Pale Ale and Ithaca Apricot Wheat during all 
Phillies games! 



Happy Hour 5-7pm 



s 



mo^c! C$fe L|Ve 



Colin Hay 



I Life Is What You Make It | 

I A CONCERT K CONVERSATION WITH PETER SUFI 



, Graham Parker & The Figgs 

Shelby Lynne 



Crooked StiU 

WITH CHATHAM COUNTY I INE | WEDNESDAY. MAY I? | 7:)0PM 

Butch Walker 

AND THE BLACK WIDOWS 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 19 | IPM 

Sonny Landreth 

THURSDAY. MAY J? I 7:10PM 

Jason Collett Jesse Ruben 




THURSDAY 4/15 

MO SS NO PROBLEMS 

DJ SAMMY SLICE 
DJ COOL HAND LUKE 
HOSTTU PH ACE 



FRIDAY 4/16 

SO SPECIAL 
DJsEMYND & BOBLIZ 



SATURDAY 4/17 

DJ DEEJAY 



SUNDAY 4/18 
SUNDAE 

DJsLEE JONES & DIRTY 



MONDAY 4/19 

BACK 2 BASICS 



mem of Philly Slick 

COMING UP 









K7OT? 

NOWON TAP 
YARDS ESA 
VICTORY HOP DEVIL 
FLYING RSH FARMHOUSE 
SUMMER ALE 
PBC FLEUR DE LEHIGH 







0ffi7E!KE’ 



WWW 




"17 



$1.00 

SLIDER 



$2.20 



$ 3 .oo 

COCKTAIL 



$4.oo 



$5.oo 

POUND OF PEEL 
AND EAT SHRIMP 



HAPPY HOUR 

5pm -7pm NIGHTLY 



S. 17th St. 



tavem17restaurant.com 



ARBARY 



■metropolis 



NO COW B; 

«efw«rs* 

i luSANM^owwLjmrcHORMnji 



IMT 

SOVeOS DANCE PARTY 



Friday 4/16 
Tim Me Clone and 
the Tam, MIZ 
9pm $5 

8unday 4/18 
Weekly Open Jam 
all nmrietani welcome! 
8c30 pm NC 
Monday 4/19 
Quizzo 8pm NC 
Tuesday 4/20 
NGRML Fondraiser 
AgeiZ Mooeehead, lizards 
frrxn Mars Trio, ftydiedelphla 
and mu* mored 
8pm 17 

Wednesday 4/21 
Philadelphia Fkshlon Weeks 
Battle of the Bands 
7pm NC 

UPCOMING 8HQWS : 
4/24 Bern Revue 8pm $15 
5/12 Phosphorescent 
Philly CD release 8pm $20 
5/29 Splintered Sunlight 
(Gntflul I nl Tributf) 10pm $5 
6/2 Psythedello Furs w I 
She Wants Revenge 
9pm $30 adr/$35 day of 

for tickets mit 
iblockley.cr 















TROCADERO THEATRE 




20th & Walnut 
11 5-751-0404 
.Ru mBarPhilly.ee 



Reality Stricken, The Glory Days. Opening Day. Gennero I 
m Center Stage Promatiiww \ Primetime Presents 
|it:| Pseuds Slant ModlL Prime Suspects. Jermaine. S Inapse 



Jr 1003 Arch Street Philadelphia - 215.922.6888 
thetroc.com myspnco.com/thotrocadorothcatro 
Tlcketmaster: 1.800 745 3000 - tlcketmaster.com 


















'vLiM&Mi 
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5.09 GOSPEL BRUNCH 
Mother's Day! 

5.21 102.7 JSE Presents 
FLYLEAF with 10 
Years & Fair To Midland 

6.03 XPN Welcomes 
BRANDI CARLILE 

6.04 COLLECTIVE SOUL 
with Automatic Fire 

6.06 LES CLAYPOOL 
with Hot Head Show 

6.09 XPN Welcomes 
JIMMY CLIFF 

6.26 GLADYS KNIGHT 

6.27 DWEEZIL ZAPPA 
PLAYS ZAPPA 

7.04 THE FLAMING UPS 

8.06 GET THE LED OUT 



AT SHOWBOAT' 



Clock r<?|k 



LUDACRIS 



For Complete Concert Listings Log On To 

HOBATSHOWBOAT.COM 

mi hwnit ua»'c>i.«j ticket master 



Stay the night in VIP-style in one of our chic ar 





J ; What are you waiting for? 



Fill your social calendar with exciting activities and meet great new 
friends to share them with. Events and Adventures is an activities club 
specializing in fun and friendship for singles. We have something for 
everyone, including: 

• Cultural Outings • Concerts • Boating 

■ Sporting Events • Comedy Nights • Travel 

• Hiking • Wine Tastings • Horseback Rides 

Call us today at 888 - 600-5999 or visit us online at 

lotsofevents.com. 



(#:: Events ^Adventuress 



The Best New Way to Meet Singles! 






foodanddrink 



| portioncontrol 



THE FATHER OF 
FAST FOOD 

* JOURNALIST STEPHEN FRIED’S past 
books have dealtwith fidelity, beauty and religion; 
fastfood should've been a cakewalk. Yet the author 
didn't take the easy road for Appetite for America, 
an explore lion of Fred HarveyS immense influence 
on our country's hospitality industry. 

“The Idea was for itto work as a business book, 
a history book, a foodie book, a cultural his tory and 
something I’d read for pleasure." saystheformer 
Philly Mag editor from atrain tour taking himfrom 
Chicago to L.A.— the original Santa Fe railroad 
route beloved by Harvey. It's along this stretch 
that the British- born businessman built his Harvey 
Houses, trackside restaurants noted for quality 
food, a polished international culinary approach 
and female employees — all things unheard of 
in post-CivilWarAmerica.“His company was the 
leading hospitality firm in the country, probably 
the world, from the 1 880s through the 1 940s," 
saysFried of HarveyS reach — restaurants, lunch 
counters, dining cars, hotels. 

When considering howtaken Americans were 
with Harvey's food, it's hard not to wonder whose 
fault it is that the fast-food nation he essentially 
founded — so stylized and culinarily conscious 
— went to hell. Trains would typically stop at 
Harvey Houses for only 30 minutes, giving the 
"Harvey Girls" (his carefully selected all-female 
serving staff) and the kitchen about 20 minutes 
toprepare and servefull -course meals cooked to 
order — salad dressing made by hand tableside, 
fresh-baked bread, fresh-made desserts. 

"What Fred realized in the 1 870s [was] it isn't 
about whether or notthe food is fast," says Fried. 
“What matters is whether it is good, made fresh 
with the absolute best ingredients, and served 
with an idea that the customer really deserves 
the best service possible." 

So if Harvey was able to consistently u phold such 
standards dose to 1 50 years ago, what's stopping 
today's fast food giants from doing the same? 
Nothing, at least in Fried's view. "Since trends 
we admire in American cooking— proliferation 
of regional cuisines, Americanization of different 
International styles — were started by the Harvey 
company," he says, “it just goes to show thatall 
our fast and franchised food can be, basical ly, as 
good as these companies want it to be." 

(a_amorosi@citypaper.net) 

+ Stephen Fried reads tom Appetite for America Wed., 
April 21. 7:30 p.m., tree, Free Library, Central Branch. 
1901 VineSt.. 215-567-4341 , freeliDrary.org. 




ROME, IF YOU WANT TO 

Amis is Marc Vetri at his most casual — but the 
food's still blow-you-away good. By Trey Popp 



AMlS | I12S, 13th St.. 2 15-732-AMIS, amisphilly.com. Lunch Mon.-Fri., 
Jl:30a.m.-2 pjn.. Dinner Mon -Thu., 6-1 1:30 p.m. Hate-night menu 11 JO 
p.m.-l a.m.l;Fri.-Sat..5 p.m.-midnight Hate-night menu midnight-1 a.m.); 
Sun., 5-10:30 p.m. Hate-night menu 10-.30p.rn.-l cun.). Brunch Sun., 10 
a. in. -2 p.m . Reservations recommended. Wheelchair accessible. 



T he pilgrims have been coming for almost 1 2 years now, their 
tongues tugging them toward Spruce Street like dowsing 
rods tuned to the treasures ofMarc Vetri’s kitchen.They’ve 
come for milk-simmered, spit-roasted goat. They’ve come for 
almond tortelHni, asparagus flan, paccheri with 
scorpionfish. They’ve come for whatever Vetri 
has felt like cooking, and gone away murmur- g More on 
ingpraise the way ants lay down pheromones, 1 CllyPaPoP. [1GI 
marking the trail for the next wave of seekers. 

Lately the path has been splitting It forked 
when Vetri opened Osteria in 2007, and again this January when 
he debuted Amis at 13 th and Waverly, a couple of blocks from the 
chef's eponymous flagship. He is a regular presence at all three 
— and at home, where 3-year-old Maurice (picky eater) and not- 
quite-2-year-old Catherine (gourmand ) just got a baby brother 
— but by necessity a more fleeting one. N ow the faithful are 
encountering an increasingly common sight: that of Marc Vetri 



walking away from a restaurant they're walking toward. 

So it was on a recent evening, the chef striding away in his 
whitejacket and stubble, leaving Brad Spence in charge. Vetri 
credits Spence, a longtime presence in his original kitchen, with 
making Amis a reality. Familiarity must have bred trust: The 
Roman -style menu Spence executes embodies his boss's credo to 
the fullest degree. As Italian chef FulvioF’ierangelini phrases it, 
The more simple the preparation appears, the more attention to 
detail is needed as the margins of error increase.” 

Concrete pillars break up the room, exposed ducts crisscross a 
black ceiling and metal pipes snake up brick walls. But the exposed 
bones of this old warehouse are a backdrop for a mixed forest 
of wood — floorboards as lustrous as shampoo-ad hair, hard- 
back church -pew seating, striped laminated tables that toggle 
between tones beginning at birch and ending just shy of ebony. 






what ai 



you’ll be able to hear your table- 
mates, but servers have to lean in close to 
impart their guidance. 

As long as it's spring, you’ll want to 
start with vegetables. Any vegetables, 

O wrong — but pray that there are arti- 
chokes cooked in the style ofthe Jews. Hearts stripped bare 
but for a ring of the tenderest leaves, they are fried first at low 
temperature to soften them through, then once more at high 
heat, crisping those leaves brittle and brown. They come out like 
overturned sunflowers in a color spectrum compressed between 
olive and auburn. Either you’ve never had artichokes like these, 



MORE FOOD AND 
DRINK COVERAGE 
ATCITYPAPER.NET 
MEALTIOKET 

really — you will m 



food & drink 





Chargrilled 
NOT Fried! 



1/2 POUND 

COOKED YOURWAY! 



The Adobe 
Caffe 

SOUTHWESTERN BAR AND GRILLE AND 
SANTA FE STEAKHOUSE 



HEALTHY 

FULL 

VEGAN AND 
VEGETARIAN 
MENU! 



SID PITCHERS 
4-7 PM 

HAPPY HOUR 
DOLLAR OFF ALL DRINKS 

Bring this ad for $5 discount 
on $25 purchase. Not 
redeemable with other offers. 




NOW SEATING 



LeViet | A new eatery from Bruce Cao and family, Le 
Viet brings a wholly different Vietnamese vibe to South 
1 1th Street, which already features lots ofpho-and-oth- 
erwise competition. For starters, LeViet is easily the 
prettiest entrant on the strip, with lots of glossy wood and 
metal, a separate bar and high-back black leather chairs. 
Chef Sinh Cao (Bruce's father) is offering an affordable 
50-item menu. House signatures include pho dac biet; a 
slow-simmered traditional tomato-based crab soup (one 
pot a day, so get there early to call dibs); plus bun (rice ver- 
micelli) and grilled meat/rice entries. What separates the 
cooking here are the festive presentations, which match 
the polished feel of Le Viet’s interior. A liquor license is on 
the way; they are open daily from 10 a.m. to 10p.m. 1019 
S. 11th SI.. 215-463-1570.levietrestaurant.com. 

- WAITING LIST 

Michael “Scoats" Scotese, owner of Grey Lodge 

Pub (6235 Frankford Ave.) with partner Patrick 
McGinley, have acquired the old Blue Ox at 7980 Oxford 
Ave. in Fbx Chase. There, in late summer, they'll open a 
German-inspired beerbar called Hop Angel Brauhaus. 
Scoats says to follow theirprogress at hopangel.com. ► 
The Diving Horse is the name of the seafoody BYO the 
Pub & Kitchen team will debut June 1 at 2109 Dune 
Drive in Avalon, N.J. Jonathan Adams will cook dishes 
like fried oysters with potato salad and pancetta remou- 
lade and Bamegat Bay scallops over pearl pasta. 

LITTLE VITTLES 

lannelli’s Bakery (1155 E. Passyunk Ave.) is in the 
process of remodeling its space into a sitdown cafe, 
says owner Vincent lannellL They’re going to expand 
their food offerings, with sandwiches, panini and “Pasta 
Sunday" dinner options.They’re aiming to complete 
the renovation before the summer. * The building that 
houses Flying Monkey Deuce (1112 Locust St.) is 
also undergoing renovations, which means Rebecca 
Michaels' cafiS will have expanded seating room, prob- 
ably by June. The spot remains open during the project. 

GotATip 7 Please send restaurant newstodrew.lazor&itypaper.net 









CONE ENJOY HEALTHY 






$33, FOUR-COURSE DINNER FOR TWO! 
EVERYDAY AFTER 5 PM 

S9 ENTREES 
South Street Souvlaki 

509 SOUTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA • 2 15-915-3016 

THIS FRESH, AUTHENTIC, MOUTH-WATERING MEDITTERANEAN CUISINE 
WILL HAVE YOUR PALATE DANCING! 

FROM GREEK SHRIMP TO MUSSELS, LAMB CHOPS TO KABOBS, 
MOUSAKA TO SPANAKOPITA, HUMMUS TO STUFFED PEPPERS 

Celebrating Our 33 Year Anniversary! 




food & drink 



GRACE 

tavern 



| full menu 11:30am - 2am daily | 



H 



fTC 

110 LIPS 

IVliBM 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 2ISt 



HAPPY HOUR 

Mon-Fri 4 -t 5PM 
All Drafts $j & Belgians 
Too! 

KARAOKE 

Every Sunday loPM-aAM 



215.627.6711 




Cedars 



WtditfZZanian. Cuiiine. . T)ptn. 7 eUuji a. tuiek 

Hummus, Kibeh, Kabob, 

Grape Leaves, Falafel, and Seafood specialty 

616 S, 2 1 " 1 Street 
215.925.4950 
ivww.cedarsrestaurant.com 



BRUNCH 

Sat & Sun At ioAM 

2 WHEEL 
TUESDAYS 

Ride Your Motorcycle For 
Drink Specials! 



HAPPY HOUR 

Monday-Friday 4:30-7pm 
$3 Beer, $5 Wine, Sake & cocktails 
plus VS price appetizers 

ALL YOU CAN EAT SUSHI SPECIAL 7 Days A Week 

OMt 



Mon-Thu: 1 1 :30am - 1 0:30pm 
Fri- Sat: 1 1 :30am - 1 2am 
Sunday: 1 2noon - 1 0:30pm 

We Deliver . Visit us at Akiphilty.cem 
215.985.1838 



i wmmB 

DRINKING HOUSE DINING SALOON 

i ib. toes™ 

$16.95 



Corner of Front & South St. 
215-625-9500 

www.downeysrcstaurant.coi 



[ this week In eats ] 



+ WHAT’S COOKING 




Spring Awakening: An All-Goat Right Sat., April 1 7, 

4 and 6 p.m., $12 > Quince Fine Foods is showcasing 
wares from Amazing Acres Goat Dairy in Elverson, Pa., 
which makes unique goat cheeses like chocolate chovre 
and banon wrapped in grape leaves. The farm's cheese- 
maker, Debbie Mikaluk, will be on hand to answer 
questions and discuss recipes, pairings and more. While 
sampling the all-goat offerings, don't miss Mikaluk's 
Sea Smoke, an ash-streaked bloomy rind cheese. Call 
for reservations. Quince Fine Foods, 209 W. Girard Ave., 
215-232-3425, quincefinefoods.com. 

“420: Everybody Must Drink Stone” at Grey 
Lodge Pub Tue., April 20, 5 p.m., pay as you go > Every 
year, on April 20, we gather to toast many things, includ- 
ing Carmen Electra’s birthday and Marie Curie’s 1902 
refinement of radium chloride. Grey Lodge is celebrat- 
ing these and other 4720 milestones with a Slone event, 
where they’ll serve the SoCal brewery’s Sublimely Self 
Righteous, Smoked Porter, Arrogant Bastard and more. 
You can also purchase Stone apparel and glassware. What 
else would you be doing on 4/20, anyway? Grey Lodge Pub, 
6235 FrankfordAve., 215-825-5357, greylodge.com. 

Pub & Kitchen at Pumpkin Tue.,AprU 20, 6 p.m.-mid., 
$40 > Pub & Kitchen’s Jonathan Adams is packing up 
his knives and heading a few blocks over to Pumpkin, 
where he and fellow chef Ian Moroney will collaborate on 
a four-course seasonal seafood dinner. Expect courses like 
diver scallop crudo; perciatelli with Maine sea urchin roe 
bottarga; and braised snails with crispy sweetbreads. No 
set seatings; they’ll do the same thing April 22 at Adams’ 
spot at 20th and Lombard. Pumpkin, 1713 South St., 215- 
545-4448, pumpkinphilly.com. 

The Great American Bake Sale Sal., April 17, 10 
a.m.-3p.m > Local food bloggers are teaming up for a 
charity bake sale outside A Full Plate, where blogger/ 
baker Elizabeth Halen of Foodaphilia holds court. Try 
out her cookies 'n' cream whoopie pies, and rejoice in the 
knowledge that these treats come with an even better 
aftertaste: Every purchase benefits Share Our Strength, 
dedicated to providing America’s underprivileged chil- 
dren with healthy, nutritious food. A Full Plate, Liberties 
Walk, 1009 N. Bodine St., 215-627-4068.foodaphiUa.com. 

—Alexandra Harcharek 









♦ Rome, If You Want To 

You could put together 
two good dinners at 
Amis for what might not 
buy one at Osteria. 

or you have, in which case you'll be oven more eager 
to eat them again. "It took us a long time to get those 
right,” Vetri says, varying that first round of frying 
minute by minute. Man, did they whack that mole on 
the head. 

There are thin strands of asparagus, too, roasted until 
the edges are caramelized and then laid over the light- 
est spring-onion veloute you can imagine. There are fava 
beans and English peas, as green as elm leaves unfurling 
in April, but you can find those and dress them with oil at 
home. You’ll never match the 'chokes or asparagus. 

Order lamb tongues. They are salt-brined for two 
days, braised on the third, then dipped in egg and bread 
crumbs on the way to the sautd pan. Four slices the size 
of checkers come on a bed of salsa rosso that blooms 
in your mouth with such depth and smoothness you’ll 
wonder what exotic subspecies of rod pepper traveled 
how many thousand miles to be the base of it. Don't ask. 
You’ll feel foolish. 'Those?'' Vetri will answer. “They’re 
bell peppers. They might have come from Chile." 

Frank talk for frank food. “This is the kind of stuff 
that 1 make at home,” he will tell you. "If you've ever just 
walked around Rome, they have all these little alleys, 
with little restaurants ... they’re all awesome. They all 
serve really simple things. Roman food for me is really 
simple food with really strong flavors.” 

It’s also cured meats, not least a coppa that slips over 
the tongue like microplaned sheets of velour, studded 
with a few shards of hazelnuts stuck to faint tracks 
of honey. Amis cures its own, aging it a little less than 
usual for a mouthfeel that’s more dulcet than dry. 

These simple preparations occasionally cross into the 
mundane. There’s not much to distinguish an octopus, 
potato and olive salad from a dozen other good oil-dressed 
octopus plates around town. The semolina gnocchi melts 
in your mouth, but an overdose of choose hid the flavor 
of oxtail ragu — OK in South Philly, not ns thrilling here. 
But more often they are as sublime as the creamy pil- 
lows of ricotta ravioli, or a tiramisu so fluffy it seemed 
that a pinprick might deflate it. 

There are more things to like. Though desserts are 
priced as steeply as S10, the rest of the menu brims with 
single-digit dollar figures. Entrees rarely step out of the 
teens. You can spend a lot if you want to — especially if 
you forsake the well-chosen wine list for a beer lineup 
packed with expensive exotics — but only if you're really 
bent on it. You could also put together two good dinners at 
Amis for what might not buy one at Osteria. 

Amis also fizzes with a more freewheeling spirit, 
a kinetic energy that ricochets across the room from 
the crowded cocktail bar to a track-lit kitchen counter. 
Vetri’s third restaurant is a bolder step in the democra- 
tization of his culinary aesthetic, and it seems to pulse 
with the vitality of that project. No wonder so many 
people were taken in by the fake announcement of a 
“Vetri on Wheels" food cart that rounded the Web on 
April Fools’ Day. The guru keeps coming further out of 
the temple, closer to where they live. 

( t j>opp@citypaper. net) 




MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH 
BUFFET SUNDAY, MAY STH 
1 lam - 4pm Uat wiring til 5fnn) 

i $30 per person 
,$15 children 3-12 



(/aefa/to k 

Italian Deli 

267-761 -9372 

901 S. 2” ST (SE CORNER Z” Si CHRIST AIN ST.) 



S.ITthSt. (215/790-1 799 

tavern17reslaurant.com 



NEW ORLEANS CAFE 



PHILADELPHIA 
LON DONGRILL.COM 



SMSiS 

THE GREAT FOOD and FUN 
of NEW ORLEANS are on HEADHOUSE SQUARE 



COMING WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28th 7-11PM 

DANCING TO THE OLDIES 

Complimentary Hors d'oeurvres 

OUTDOOR DINING . SUNDAY BRUNCH . LATE NIGHT DIMNG 

414 S. Second • 215.574.1687 



2301 FAIRMOUNT AVL 

215.9 78.454T 



tavernJ^T 

loin ns for ' 

BRUNCH 

SATURDAYS - SUNDAYS 

7am - 3pm 









Wnnf to meet our members before you come out? Hove more questions? 
Philly^s Hottest Lifestyle Community LustTill DoWfl.COm 



[i love you, i hate you] 



fuck them over tike that. In the future, keep your 
the holidays. YOU PEOPLE SUCK.'!!! ; 

I HATE ALL OF YOU 

Maintenance Men -you guys are the worst! I 
hate every fast one of you! I thought the last 

irs to look at. You guys are the blind leading the j 
blind.Athreeringcircusofidiots!They should ! 
do away with the title and job description - it’s ! 

a waste. You don't fix shit! Who the fuck puls up ! 
half of a chain-lock on a front door, no towel rack | 

of the bathroom door that need 2 screws, NOT i 
X! They come with 2 screws, wat da fuck did you 





^classified s 

CALL 215-735-8444 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
PLACE YOUR FREE ONLINE CLASSIFIED AD ATCITYPAPER.NET/CLASSIFIEDS 

CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINES Billboard Friday. 5 PM I Adult Friday. 12PM 

All Other Classified Categories Monday, 4 PM 








Investments/ Fi- 
nancial Planning 



CASHNOW Q« cash lor your 
Inpayments Hlflh payouts 
Call J.G.Wontwonh. 1 -866- 
SETTLEMENT ( 1 -866'738- 
8536). Ralod A* by Iho Bollor 
Business Bureau. 



Home Services 









CONVENTIONAL & FHA 



Can’t find what you’re looking for 

THIS WEEKEND? CALL ME! 

Rental Specialist on call! 

Rittenhouse Square 
Filter Square —Center City 

John Featherman 
215-280-7455 



John Featherman 

210 W. Rittenhouse Sq. #406 
Philadelphia PA 19103 Office: 215-546-0550 
^^Direct: 215-790-5221 Cell: 215-280-7455 

Prudential Fox& Boaeti REALTORS' 

JOHN@JOHNFEATHERMAN.COM 
Licensed in Pennsylvania, License #RS277584 



Moorestown Real Estate, LLC Licensed NJ & PA Department ot Banking 



LOW COST MORTGAGES 

REFINANCING 

AND PURCHASES 



Welcome Wharton MBA Students 
and Penn Medical Residents! 





Need Rehab Money? 
Need Purchase Money? 



PRIME 

FUNDING 

Philadelphia's Leading Private Investment Lender 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: WWW.PFICASH.COM 

Customized solutions for 
Rehabbers & Investors!! 

• No Appraisals, fast 
construction/rehab draws. 

• " Fixed Rate" low cost interest only 
loans with quick closings. 

We put your money to work for you 
instead of your lender! 



PRIME 

FUNDING 

David J. Arend 

Welsh Commons - 1 364 Welsh Road 
North Wales, Pennsylvania 19454 

Cell: 609 605-8657 . Fax: 856 672-0143 
Email: djarend@verizon.net 
www.linkedin.com/in/davidjarend 
www.facebook.com/primefunding 
www.twitter.com/djarend 



(property management I^T) 
P.O. Box 297 Moorestown NJ 08057 



QUEEN VILLAGE 
2ND CHRISTIAN- 2BD, 2 Bath Bi-level: 
w/parking .C/A. H/W. New Kitchen and batl 
$1450.00 



WASH SQ WEST 

9TH & PINE- Studio, new bath. H/W, 
Laundry. evelator-$775-$790 includes 
electric and gas plus S 40 for heat 

12TH A SPRUCE- Studio shared 
courtyard, H/W. Laundry. Included C/A& 
heat- S650-S825 

1 2TH A SPRUCE- 1 BD/1 BA. H/W. C/A & 
heat, shared courtyard-$940-$1 050 



12TH A SPRUCE- 2BD/2 Bath Bi-level, H/ 
W Newly Renovated Kitchen/Bath Included: 
C/A, heat, and laundry-$1 700 

CHESTNUT HILL 

WILLOW GROVE AVE-2BD.1 BA. H/W. 
laundty Included heat, hot water. A cooking 
gas-$850 

LANSDOWNE 

89 E BALTIMORE PIKE- 2BD. 1 BA. Bi- 
level. Newly renovated. Laundry H/W Inc. 
Heat/ Hot Water $875 

85 S. LANSDOWNE AVE- 1 BD. 1 BA. New 

Kitchen, H/W. laundry. Includes heat, hot 
water & cooking gas-$675-S690 

85 S. LANSDOWNE AVE-2BD.1BA. newly 
renovated, H/W, laundry. Includes heat, hot 
water & cooking gas-$850-$950 



. . Your view from „ 

■ 'y’l illen/cu.ie (j/rrm/yr 

Philadelphia's most exclusive address 
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IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 



QUICK MOVE-IN CAMILLA MODEL: 

• Open Living Room and connecting Dining Room 

• Granite Island and attached Breakfast Area in Kitchen 

• Powder Room 

• Detached one-car Garage 



• Lavish Owner's Suite, with spacious Bedroom, 1-2 walk-in 
closets and Sitting Area 

• Owner's Bath features soaking tub, shower and double bowl 
vanity, and romantic outdoor Balcony off the sitting area 




• Two additional Bedrooms each feature walk-ir 
closet, and 1-2 full Baths 



{ CITY LIVING AT ITS FINEST } 



SPECIALLY PRICED AT 



$ 389,900 



OPEN MON, TUES, FRI & SAT 11a-5p | SUN 12p-5p 
CLOSED WED & THU 

2301 HARTRANFT ST. BETWEEN PENROSE AVE AND 26TH ST 



£=> 



215.339.5390 | SIENAPLACE.COM 









Not your ordinary Philadelphia 



Uniquely located on the edge of Center City, surrounded by Philadelphia's 
most spectacular views, The Residences at Dockside offers luxury waterfront 
condominium living for those who appreciate life on the edge of ordinary. 

Private, quiet, yet remarkably convenient to all that the city 
has to offer, Dockside has everything you need to live life well. 

• Heated Indoor Pool • Spa-Fitness Club • 24-Hour Doorman 

• Indoor Parking • Free Shuttle Service 

• 1-BR’s from s 254, 500 • 2-BR's from *438,500 

• 3-BR's from *800,500 • Tax abatement until 201 2! 

THE RESIDENCES AT 



DOCKSIDE 

There’s nothing better than living on the water. 



21 5.925.3000 docksidecondominiums.com 

Sales Center: 717 South Christopher Columbus Blvd.. in Philadelphia. 
Open Monday - Saturday from 1 0am - 5pm: Sunday 1 2 noon to 5pm; 

Private Appointments Recommended. 
Another Rne Property from The DePaul Group. Broker Cooperation Invited. 





Business coaching 

ielp you make decisions with 
e clarity, achieve your^goals 

i. Free half-hour consultatioi 
- 215 806 8319 



THE RUMORS ARE TRUE! 

The ORIGINAL TACO TUKSDAY 



DANCERS 

Work for the only Upscale 
ltlcmon's Club in Atlantic City, 
cater to the Casino's and Con- 
vention Center visitors. 

Earn up to $2,500 weekly. 



MANGO MOON 
Manayunk 

Mouth Watering Thai Tai 
Signature Cocktail 
mytnangomoon.con 
215.487.1230 



EVERY TUESDAY! 



VISIT 



33 South 3rd Street, Baseme 
267-318-7269 • www.benel 



Our skilled mechanics are standing by 
Noon to 7, seven days a week 



BIKESj 



It BeaTs THe 
paRKinc lot IT 



useD to Be, 



mOSTLY 



NOW SERVING 

BRUNCH 

ALL DAY. EVERY DAY. 



You're up 
early? 

So are we. 

Monday-Friday: 

8AM-6PM. 

Saturday-Sunday. 

10 - 5 . 

Trophy Bikes 

3131 Walnut Street 

215.222.2020. lrophybHes.com 



♦allure 

ALL NUDE UPSCALE 
GENTLEMEN'S CLUB 



• Bachelor 
Party 
Headquarters 

• Free 
Shuttle To 
And From 
Your 
] Location 

1075AHianyAve.AC.Nj 

609-340-0252 

.allureatlanticcily.com 



both semesters of the academic 
year. Selected teaching artists must 
commit to four days of training 
from August 9-12th. 

Please send your resume to info@ 
dancingclassroomsphilly.org. For 
more information, contact Bess 
Witcosky at bessmattem@gmail. 
com or 215-668-6582. 

MACK'S BOARDWALK PIZZA 

A Taste Of The Jersey Shore in 
South Philly. 10th & Oregon Av- 
enue. Pick-Up or Delivery. Bring 
or mention this ad for $2 OFF a 17" 
Pie! 215-755-7553. 

HOOKAH BAR/RESTAURANT 

HIDDEN CAFE 

328 SOUTH STREET 
(215) 413-2486 



SPRING IS HERE! 

Be ready with a TUNE UP 



I BUY RECORDS, CD’S, DVD’S 

TOP PRICES PAID. No collection 
too small or large! We buy every- 
thing! Call Jon at 215-805-8001 or 
e-mail dingol5@hotmail.com 

DANCING CLASSROOMS PHILLY 
MALE TEACHING ARTISTS 
NEEDED 

| If you love to dance and enjoy work- 
ing with kids, this job is for you! 
Dancing Classroom Philly seeks 
male "teaching artists" to teach 
| the basics of ballroom dance to 5th 
graders in Philadelphia schools. The 

during the school day, twice weekly 
I for each class. This paid position 
includes training, teaching sched- 



BIG BEAUTIFUL 
WOMEN PAGEANT 
Looking for Contestants 

Size 14 and Above 
dso Accepting Vendor Application 
Call Now: 215-222-7127 



SILK CITY 
BEER GARDEN 



HOURS: 

□pen every day 4pm 
Sat & Sun Brunch 10am - 4pm 



Healthy Gardens and Supply | 
Go Green 

Hydroponics/Lighting Systems 
Organic Nutrients and Medium 
Expert Knowledge and Advice 
1012 Lincoln ave. Prospect Park PA [ 
610 586 2171 

www.healthygardensandsupply.com ; 



LONDON GRILL 

Make your own Bloody Mary Brunch 
every Sat & Sun 

www.londongrill.com 

215.978.4545 



FAST FORWARD 

Jamie Moffett Media 
Design & Production 
Motion picture, promotionals, 
music videos 
http://jamiemoffett.com 

IS YOUR PET MISBEHAVING? 

More often than you may realize, 
this behavior is caused by past life 
events intruding on the present day 
subconscious. Get your pet the help 
he or she needs. Call CORKY the 
Pet Psychic- (215) 555-1490 

CORSETS & CLUBWEAR 

12 designers - 200+ stool boned 
corsets in stock size S-8XL 
Men’s leather - kilts - costumes 
PASSIONAL Boutique 704 S. 5th 
St. Noon-IOPM 7 days 



SEMEN DONORS NEEDED 

Healthy, College Educated 

Men 18-39 
$150/Sample 
WWW.123DONATE.COM 

CITY SPA 

CHINESE MASSAGE 

City Ave, Presidential 
Jefferson House 
(215)477-4270 



BODY PIERCING, INC. 

626 SOUTH 4TH STREET 
215.923.7335 

WWW.INFINITEBODY.COM 



A SUBTERRANEAN EXPLORATION OF 
BEEF AND BEER 
WINE AND CHEESE 
CHOCOLATE AND CHEER 








